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MEMOIR OF REV. JOHN PITMAN.

-Rev. John Pitman was born

ifi Boston, April 26, 1751. A-

mong his papers an account of

his early years was found in his

©wn hand writing ; and is sub-

stantially as follows :
" I was

born of reputable parents, and

taught, after the customs ofNew
England, to venerate the testi-

mony of the holy scriptures, and

attend the public exercises of re-

ligion. About the year 1764,

my father removed to Beaufort,

S. C. taking me with him to assist

in the duties of his store. Here
I resided nearly a year. On sev-

eral occasions, when exposed to

imminent danger, my conscience

was awakened, and I called upon
God for mercy : But like the Is-

raelites in the wilderness, when
he smote me I sought him, but

I soon forgot his works, and wait-

ed not for his counsel.

In 1765 I returned to Boston,

with the intention to harden my-
self in sin, and shake otf the re-

straints ofmy early education. I

went to the ropemaking business,

where I soon became profane,

and active in all mischief, and
was surpassed but by few of my
companions in iniquity. In this

course I continued till some time
TCL. fir. 56

in 1769; when He who has aJl

power was pleased to say, hither-

to shalt thou go, but no farther.

Then was my conscience alarm-

ed in reality
; my sins rose to my

view, and the fears of eternal

misery pressed upon my mind.

I resolved to change my course

of life, to repent and turn to

God. Being ignorant of the

righteousness of God, I went a-

bout to establish one of ray own
that might recommend myself to

his favour. { commenced the

life of a Pharisee ; 1 prayed
statedly three times a day,

and strictly observed the Sab-

bath, fasting from Saturday night

till Sunday night. These for a

long time were my daily and

weekly exercises. - This state of

mind 1 did not discover to any
person Though I several times

desired to converse with Dr.

Cooper, (a Congregational min-

ister) my pride, suggesting no

one was ever thus exercised, as

often prevented me. Now I was
harassed by Satan, and led by my
deceived heart into sin ; then

would 1 repent after the old way,

by praj^er and fasting, and all

would for some time be at ease.

Whenever conscience accused
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me, this was my resort, but still

found no solid peace, and the

distress of my soul frequently

was inexpressible Thus I went
on sinning", and repenting, and re-

solving on an^endments. Meian-

eholy indeed was my situation.

My views on divine subjects were
very imperfect and incorrect.

After some time had elapsed, I

communicated in writing" to Dr.

Stillman, Pastor of the 1st Bap-

tist Church, my feelings and ex-

ercises respecting religion, and

requested instruction upon my
duty to God and my neighbour

;

to which I received the follow-

ing reply

;

"I have just rex:eivcc]'yours,and

read it ; I have not the pleasure

of being acquainted with you,

hut shall be glad if it will suit

you to come to my house to-

morrow atler the afternoon ser-

vice^ when I shall be ready to

converse with you upon those

things which are of intinite iin-

portaoce. Believe me to be

your real friend and soul's well

wisher. Samvkl Stlllman."

The next day I visited him,

and gave a relation of the exer-

cises of my mind, which had

been hid from every mortal for

almost two years. This afforded

me great relief. As Dr. S. wish-

ed me to be open and free with

him, I frequently visited his

house. From his instructions I

found that all my working for life

was in vain, and my dependence

upon a Pharisaical righteousness

was destroyed. I was made to

feel my lost condition : No per-

formance that 1 had done could

stand before God ; but I saw it

was my duty to often visit the

throne of grace, and read the

scriptures for instruction. In

this way 1 continued about two
months. At one time [ distinctly

remember, that while reading

and meditating on the precious

words of God, suddenly^my miad

was filled with sucb delight^

that my soul was entirely oc-
cupied in blessing and praising

God, who had put the scriptures

into my hand, and given me the
power and dis^sition to read
them. This joy was too great
for tongue to express, or pen to

describe. I still continued my
visits to my valuable friend Dr.
Stillman, and always derived
much benefit and enjoyment.
He encouraged me to pe^-severe,

assuring me that where God had-^

begun a good work in the soul,

he would carry it on to the day
of Jesus Christ. At one of our
interviews, I suggested to him
my sentiments upon christian

baptism, that believers only had
any scriptural warrant for it la

a short time I was requested to

appear before his church and re-

late my christian experience,

whicli they approved. Feb. 24,

I was baptized, and March 7,

1771, received into the church.

With this church, I was enabled
to walk in love, and experienced
great sati>faction in their relig-

ious society. But the warfare

was not at an end.' My mind
soon became distressed; and after

walking in darkness^ for some
time^ and finding no peace, I was
brought almost to despair, and to

cry out. What shall I do ? where
shall I go t'or relief? My distress

exceeded any thing I had ever

felt before ; horror seized upon
my mind, and 1 was under griev-

ous temptations; but, blessed be

God, on the next evening,

(Lord's day evening) the gentle-

man with whom 1 lived, (for I

was then an apprentice) read a

sermon upon the sufferings of
Christ, which presented them
in such a manner, that I almost

swooned away with grief, and

tears like a flood flowed from my
eyes. I felt myself a monster in

iniquit}^, to sin against such a

compassionate Saviour, who en-

dured such intolerable sufferings*
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to save the most abandoned sin-

ners. Alter he had finished the

evening service, my giief contin-

ued till I retired to address the

-throne of grace, when 4 had such

a manifestation of the love of

God to my soul, that my mind
was filled with admiration. It

seemed as though heaven was
unfolded to me ; and the joys of

the just made perfect were in a

degree revealed. My feelings

were inexpressible and lull of

glory; the tongue of an angel

cannot describe them ; they,

therefare^ must remain hid from
all who are unacquainted with

Christ and the joys that arise

from faith in him. From this

period my mind was sometimes

distressed and sometimes elated,

till our church was visited with

a revival of religion, when my
joy was greatly augmented by

the addition of a number of asso-

ciates who professed their faith

in Jesus."

Mr. P. experienced a hope of

salvation through the mediation

of Jesus Christ, a little before

the commencement of those e-

vents, that gave rise to the decla-

ration of American independence.

Though he gave the most satis-

factory evidence of the genuine-

ness of his christian hope, he felt

it his duty to maintain the rights

and privileges of his cauntry.

When the British soldieis tired

on the citizens of Boston, March

6, 1770, he was not far from one

of the persons who was shot on

that occasion, and was one of

those who mounted guard on that

memorable night. He remained
in Boston until the passage of

the " Boston port bill," 1774, by
which business was suspended,

and he removed to Philadelphia.

In 1776 he joined a voluiiteer

company, consisting principally

of Quakers, belonging to Phila^

delphia, commanded by Capt.
Joseph Covvperthwait, which
farmed a part of the 1st battalion

of Pennsylvania militia, under
the command of Col. Dickenson.

They marched for Elizabeth-

town, in N. J. July 10th, and ar-

rived on the 18th; and on the

next day, at Elizabethtown point,

and relieved the Jersey militia,

the enemy being in sight, on
Staten Island. On this excur-

sion, though frequently exposed
to imminent danger, he gave
substantial evidence of his firm

conviction of the justness of

his cause, and his determina-

tion to face even death with an

undaunted mind. During the

different scenes of this tour, and
on other occasions, he not only

displayed the bravery of the sol-

dier in a righteous cause, but in

an eminent degree, that decis-

ion and attachment to the service

of his Heavenly Father, that

gained the esteem and respect

of all his companions.

From the time Mr. Pitman
removed to Philadelphia, until

1777, he was engaged in his secu-

lar business. At what time he
began to preach does not appear
from his papers ; but he speaks

of his preaching at various places

in New Jersey, April, 1777, the

time when his regular journal

commences. It is probable that

after he left Dr.Stillman's church,

he united with some church in

Philadelphia, by whom he was
approved as a preacher of the

gospel.

(October 12, 1777, he received

a call from the Baptist church ia

Upper Freehold, N. J. to preach

to them, which he accepted.

Sept. 21, 1778, he was married

to Rebecca Cox, daughter of

Richard Cox, of that place.

He continued to preach to this

church till April 10, 1780, when
he removed near to Allentown,

N. J. From this time till the

next spring, he preached occa-

sionally in the towns of Cranbu-
ry, Jacobstown, Hope well, Fene-
peck, Upper Freehold, and Bor*'



444 MEMOIR OP BEV". JOHN PITMAJT.

dentown, when he removed to

Philadelphia. From what can be
gathered respecting* his labours

in thei^e places, we believe that

they were attended with the di-

vine benediction He was highly

esteemed there for his fidelity

in the cause of his Lord.

On his removal to Philadel-

phia, April 12, 1781, Mr. P.

found it necessary for the sup-

port fjf his family to eng-age in

his former business ; and accord-

ingly, he commenced it in con-

nection with a Mr. Connelly.

He here attached himself to a

Mr. liews, and attended his

preaching, between whom and

^r. Winchester, there was a

Contest for the meeting house.

Mr. W. (the preacher to the

first Baptist church in Second
Street,) having avowed the uni-

versalisls' sentiments, attempted
to establish the church in the

same c}«inions. Mr. Hews com
menced preachitig on the 7th of

May, but continued only to the

4th of September, when he
preached his farewell sermon.
On the sixth of the same month,
the church invited Mr. P. in con-

nexion with Mr. Kelley, to oihci-

ate as their Pastor, which invi-

tation he accepted. Mr. VV.'s

party were still very numerous
and violent. The church con-

ceived it their duly to exclude
all those members from their

fellowship who continued with

Mr. W. The otTending parly

threatened to prosecute the per-

son, who should read publickly

their exclusion. IMr. P. with his

usual tirmness and decision, after

the church had perlormed the

painful task, did not regard their

threateniiigs, but ascended the

pulpit on Lord's day, and before

the whole congregation read the

exclusion of sixteen, and the nest

]jOrd*s day of thirty more. With
this people he laboured till

.lanuary 13, 1702; when Mr. Us-

tick, from New Lngland, visited

them, and on the 18th of July
following, moved his family to

Philadelphia, having received

and accepted a call from this

church to become their Pastor.

After this Mr. P. was considera-

bly engaged in secular business,

and preached occasionally in

Philadelphia and its vicinity, and

frequently among his friends in

New Jersey, till he removed to

Providence, R. I.

On the 20th of May, 1784, he
left Philadelphia, and arrived in

Providence on the 28th. From
the church then called Pene-
peck, he was dismissed to the

Baptist church in Providence, and

joined it in July following. In

this place he was received with

marked attention Here, though

in company with his brother he

was engaged in different kinds of

business, part of his time was
devoted to the acquisition of use-

ful knowledge in his ministerial

profe««ion, and to its several vo-

cations. In Sept 1785, he was ap-

pointed steward of the College,

and continued in that office one

year, during the greater part of

which, he supplied the Congre-
gational pulpit in Attleborough,

(Mass) In October, 1786, he

received an invitation from the

Baptist church in Warren, K. L

to become their Pastor; and af-

ter resigning his oflice in the col-

lege, removed thither with his

family, and continued to officiate

as their minister till July, 1790,

when he removed to Providence,

and re united with the Baptist

church there.

His preaching in Warren was

abundantly blessed. He was

highly respected in the town,

and the utmost harmony subsist-

ed between him and the church.

In the first great reformation in

the same church in the yeai-s

1804-5, several who were then

added to the church dated their

tirst awakenings from his preach-

ing. Daring his residence in
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that place, he received a call

from the Baptist church in Sa-

lem, (l*enn.) to settle with them,
but did not accept it. He con-

tinued to supply the Warren pul-

pit frequently, after his removal
to Providence, till the 20th of

March, 1791, when he accepted

a call to oflBciate as minister of

the Baptist church in Pawtuxet,

R. I.

In the year 1792, Mr. P. was
tried in the furnace of affliction.

The companion of his youth
died after a short but severe

indisposition in the month of

February. Her infant daughter
had died a few days previous,

and a servant girl in his family,

about the same time, having gone
into the cellar for some water,

fell into the well and was drown
ed. Their corpses were carried

to the Baptist meeting on Feb.7th,

when, after an appropriate ser-

mon from Rom. xiii. 11. by Rev.

Mr. Maxcy, they were interred

In one grave. Mr. P. though
thus deprived of an invaluable

friend, sustained the affliction

with christian fortitude, and cher-

ished the most affectionate re-

membrance of her virtues till the

day of his death. Such were the

peculiar circumstances of his fam-

ily after the decease of Mrs. P.

that he thought it proper in a

short period to select another
companion ; and on the fifth of

Sept. following was married to

Mrs Susannah Greene, of Provi-

dence.

Mr. P. continued his residence

in Providence, preaching on
Lord's day in Pawtuxet, till the

30th of April, 1797, when at the

request of the Baptist church in

Rehoboth, (Mass.) First Precinct,

he commenced preaching to them.
Here he laboured in the ministry,

with only a short interruption, the
remaining part of his life. His
exertions among this people were
crowned with the divine blessing.

Gradual additions were frequent-

ly made to the church during

his ministry ; and in the year
1820, the Lord poured out

his spirit upon the inhabitants of

that town, and 37 were added to

his church. Respecting this

work, Mr. Pitman in his journal

observes, it exceeded every
thing of the kind, I had ever
seen. It seemed as if God visited

every house with his special

grace."

During the summer of 1814,

the prospectfs of BIr. P. became
obscured. The property he had
reserved for the decline of life

was in danger of being converted

to other purposes. The church
being unable to provide for his

subsistence, he was compelled to

leave them, May 30, 1815, and
remove to Salem. As soon as he
found means of support in his

former employment, he removed
to Maiden ; thence to Medford.

His business in these places fail-

ing, and his former concerns

brightening, he removed to See-

konk. May 2, 1816, and agaia

olhciated as the pastor of that

church.

From this period, Mr. P. en-

joyed his usual degree of health,

and appeared to be more enga-
ged in the service of his God,
than in former years. He felt

that his end drew nigh, and that

in all human probability, he must
soon exchange this earthly scene

for eternity. This subject al-

ways filled his mind with pecu-
liar solemnity, particularly with-

in a few months of his departure.

The writer of these pages well

remembers an interestiug- and
peculiarly fervent prayer he of-

fered, a few days prior to this

event. His soul triumphed in

the idea of immortality, and all

its powers were deeply impress-

ed with the holiness of that king-

dom, into which he prayed he
might be admitted. On the
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Lord's day preceding his death,

he preached with an unusual de-

gree of engagedness and solem-

nity, from 2 Tim. iii. 16. A
friend remarked respecting this

sermon, that " had he known it

was to be his last, he could not

have better adapted his remarks,

or given more appropriate in-

structions and directions."

On Monday night, the 22nd of

July last, he was attacked with ap-

oplexy, which terminated fatally

on the Wednesday following, in

the seventy-second year of his

age. A few minutes after he
was first taken, he remarked, " I

shall die, and not live." From
this time he remained in a le-

thargic state till his spirit was sum-
moned to his Father and his God.
His remains were interred on
the ensuing Friday, when a very
appropriate sermon was deliver-

ed by Rev. William Rogers, D D.
of Philadelphia, from 2 Cor. v. I.

Mr. P. during his whole life

maintained the character of a

pious and conscientious man.
He was considerably engaged in

secular business, and always sat-

isfied the candid mind of the in-

tegrity of his heart, and the pu-
rity of his motives. It was never
said he was not strictly conscien-

tious ; but often, he was too

much so for his ow^n popularity

and interest.

The state of mind he enjoyed
during the latter part of his life

may be inferred by tiie following

extracts from his writings. In a

letter to an old friend residing in

Burlington, N. J. dated Seekonk,
July 19, 1820, he observes:

" It is not in time to erase the

effects of real friendship, when
it is founded on the basis of real

religion. I perceive we can
look back forty-six years, and
call up to present view some of

those pleasant scenes, when- we
took sweet counsel together;
when we walked the plains that

are now covered with spacious

buildings (Philadelphia) and pass-

ed by the multitude busy in pur-
suit of shadows ; when we took
theise grounds to elude observa-

tion, and avoid the interruptioQ

of men and things, that we might
pass our Saturday afternoons in

provoking each other to love

and good works ; in establishing

our minds in the doctrine of the

grace of God, and encouraging
our hope, by the glorious system
of redemption through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have
received the atonement. O ! my
friend, these davs are past, but

they will yet afford pleasure in

the review. How different must
be the reflections of those who
were companions in vice and
dissipation, when they are advan-

ced in life ! Let us adore the

rich grace of God in callmg us

in early life, in keeping i/s by his

power through faith unto the

present time, in still making us

his care, in enabling us to bear

testimony to the truth and its

glorious effects in old age, and

in all circumstances. O ! my
brother, how supporting and ani-

mating it is to hear the mighty
God say, \nd even to your old

age 1 am he, and even to hoary

hairs will I carry you : 1 have
made, and I will bear, even
I will cany, and will deliver

you." Isa. xlvi. 4. This we
have experienced ; and is not this

a pledge for our few remaining

days, and an encouragement that

his presence will disarm death of

its terror, blunt its sting, and

cause us to pass with delight

through his dreary dominions, to

the mansions that Christ has gone
to prepare for us ? But at the

worst what have we to dismaj*-

us? Should we have a hard bat-

tle with the last enemy that is to

be destroyed, it will be very
short, and then we shall be more
than conquerors through him
that loved us, and enjo his pres-

ence forever. You refer to mj
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letter of August 23, 1816, and

feel disposed to praise our ex-

alted ^5aviour for deliverances

granted me from my sore trials.

It is a blessing to be tried, a

blessing to be delivered, a bless-

ing to have a grateful heart for

both."

In another letter, w^hich he be-

gan on the da;^ that his last

sickness commenced, and was ad-

dressed to a friend in Philadel-

phia, he remarks.

You and myself have been
taught, that nothing is substantial

but that religion, by which life

and immortality are brought to

light, and that fixes Jesus Christ

in the soul, the hope of glory.

We have experienced many
changes, some elating, others de-

pressiog us, by which we have
learnt something of the strong

impressions this world is calcu-

lated to make upon the human
heart ; and we may well conclude

that we'could not possibly have
known so much of ourselves, but

by these variable circumstances.

Our heavenly Father knows best

how to bring up his children
;

and though they nwy covet thiogs

hurtful, he only gives them those

that shall work for their good.

"W hat a happiness arises from the

firm persuasion that infinite wis-

dom, almighty power, and bound-

less compassion, chooses all our

changes for us, nor will permit

©ur folly, or the malice of hell,

to harm us. I am glad to per-

ceive your mind disposed to refer

all to him ; do this, and all will

be well. In a short time our

glass will be out, the sands run

low ; not far distant is the change
to which all other changes were
directed, and the afflicting por-

tion of them will add an eter-

nal weight of glory to the

soul. Let these things animate

us to run with patience the race

set before us, looking unto Jesus,

the author and finisiier of our

faith, who, for the joy that was set

before him, endured the cross, de-
spising the shame, and is set dowft
at the right hand of God, whose
intercession is prevalent for all

that love and obey him. If be-
lieving gives inexpressible joy,

what transports must attend the

entering into his presence, and
beholding his glory !

"We live in a day when religion

i& fashionable, and perhaps errors

and deception were never more
prevalent, and earnestly contend-
ing for the truth never more—

"

Here he stopped, probably he
meant to say, important. How-
little we know of the period of
our own existence ! When we
commence a sentence we do not
know that we shall ever finish it.

As a husband and a parent, Mr.
P. was tender and affectionate.

He Avas ever anxious to provide
for the necessities of his family,,

and anticipate their good. In all

his domestic character, in disci-

pline, or in instruction,^ he was
justly and universally esteemed.
In his iiast Will and Testament, he
observes to his children, (though
his disposition of his property
met their unanimous approba-
tion,) My children are all equal
to me ; it is my wish to contrib-

ute to their happiness all that lies

in my power. When this is read,

let it be to you as from one, who
though dead, yet speaketh as a
father. Live together in love.i

let no difference or hardness to

each other arise from my dispo-

sal of what I leave ; if there i*

any fault, let it lay in my grave.

I commend you all, with my
grand children, into the hands of
him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you fault-

less before the presence of his

glory with exceeding joy This
is from him, who this moment of
writing it has a pleasing pro-pect
of being with Christ, the posses-

sor of every divine perfection^
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when you are readinc: it." He
left a wife and three children to

mourn their irreparable loss.

Mr. Pitman possessed naturally

a strong and powerful mind. Had
he heen favoured with the ad-

vantages of an early education,

he would have been one of the

most distinguished preachers of

his day.

But the best encomium that

can be bestowed on the deceas-

ed is, that not only did he merit

the character of a good parent,

friend and citizen, but in an emi-

nent degree that of the sincere

and conscientious Christian. One
«f his children when quite young,

remarked, that " was there no

other proof of the reality of the

Christian religion than my fa-

ther's daily life and conversation,

/ must esteem it as divine." And
after his decease, a person whose
religious sentiments were direct-

ly opposed to his, observed, " if

there ever was a good man, John
Pitman was one. He was not a-

fraid to preach what he firmly

helieved. I believe he is gone

to heaven."

We subjoin the following let-

ter to one of the Editors, from

the Hev. Stephen Gano, pastor

of the First Baptist Church in

Providence, the intimate friend

©fthe deceased.

Providence, Sept. 27, 1822.
Dear Brother,

There is a melancholy pleas-

ure in dwelling upon those traits

•f character by which a departed

friend was endeared to our hearts
;

this I have realized in recollec-

tion of my dear deceased friend

and brother Pitman. When I

was quite a youth, I heard him
preach a sermon in New Jersey,

and though there was no abiding

impression to turn me from my
wicked and vain pursuits, still the

text and sermon exposed my situ-

ation as a wretched and guilty

sinner, who was isceigkedin the

balances and found wanting and
occasionally interrupted my siw
fid joys. My acquaintance with
Mr. P. was but little until my
residence was fixed in this town
in 1792. Here my brother lived,

and was then an esteemed awid

valued member of the Church,
and from my first connection with

the church, our love and intimacy

commenced, which never suffered

an hours interruption for nearly

30 years. Perhaps but few, if

any of his friends knew more
his views, feelings, and deport-

ment, than myself ; and 1 ev-

er found him the tried friend,

the judicious counsellor, the

upright man, and the faithful

minister. He was always ready

to serve his friends, hospitable

to the poor, commiserating the

condition of the afflicted, and

averse to all deception. Into his

friendly bosom, I was not afraid

to impart my thoughts. He had
adopted this maxim, viz. When a

case of distress, or an applica-

tion for pecuniary aid presented,

to follow the first suggestion of

his mind, as to the sum proper to

be given. He has frequently

remarked to me, " such is the

selfishness of th3 human heart,

that we are prone .o form excuses

by reasoning long upon a sub-

ject which calls upon us to part

with a portion of our property."

His preaching was plain, argu-

mentative, and instructive. He
never shunned to declare what he

believed to be the truth, and was

an able defender of the doctrines

of grace. As he believed, so he

preached ; as he preached, so he

lived, and refuted the fallacy

of those who charge the doc-

trine of sovereign grace, in the

calling, justifying, and sanctify-

ing the chosen vessels of mercy,

and keeping them by his pow-
er through faith unto salva-

tion, as tending to licentiousness.

I mean not to suggest that my
dear friend was without flaw : JYo.
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His own confessions of iinvvorthi-

ness, and the unerring standard of

eternal truth, forbid the supposi-

tion of any of the human family
;

but his love to the truth, his op-

position to what he believed er-

ror, and his ardent attachment to

the cause of God our Saviour,

secured the respect even of
those who differed from him in

sentiment, and they believed him
to be an honest man. May the

gracious Spirit which supported
him, and endowed him with what

was excellent as a man, a Chris-

tian,or a minister, enable me to be
a follower of them who throug-h

faith and patience uotsd inherit the

promises.

Yours, in a precious Saviour.

S. G.

" The memory of the just is

blessed." Blessed indeed are all

those who die in the faith cf Je-

sus, " for they rest from their

labours, and their works do fol-

low them." J.

^Religious Coinmuntcatton0«

ON EVIL SPEAKiNG. EXTRACTED FROM A DISCOURSE.

" Pwt them in mind to speak evil of no man.'''' Tit iii. 12.

In this Epistle, Paul gives di-

rections to Titus relative to the

manner in which he must dis-

charge his ministry. Among
other things he was required to

put the Cretans in mind to be sub-

ject to principalities and powers,

to obey magistrates, to be ready

to every good work, to speak evil

of no man^ to be no brawlers, but

gentle, shewing all meekness un-

to all men. It was important that

the Cretans should be reminded

of these things, and it is necessary

that we should be. We will en-

deavour,

I. To explain

—

II. To enforce the prohibition

contained in the text.

I. This rule—speak evil of

no man, does not forbid us in all

cases to say any thing which will

be for the discredit of our fellow

men. In some instances, we are

required to bear witness against

our neighbour. In the churchy

it is sometimes necessary to tes-

tify against an offender. It is

our duty to expose impostors.

Sometimes in courts of law, jus-

tice may require us to say that

VOL. in. 57

of another which will be much
to his disgrace. To vindicate

the injured character of a wor-
thy individual, it may be neces-

sary for us to bring to light the

villanous deceits and falsehoods

of a base man. Aspersions cast

upon our character we are per-

mitted to throw off, although we
may thus speak that, which will

be to the detriment of the assail-

ant. But in all these cases there

must be a rigid adherence to

truth; nothing must be said for

the purpose of gratifying resent-

ment, or any other hateful pro-

pensity : our object must be to

satisfy conscience, to promote
the public good, or to vindicate

injured justice.

1. This rule, (speak evil of

no man,) forbids us to utter any

thing falsely against our fpJiow

men. This is directly forbid.i^^n

in the ninth commandment. It is

worse than mere evil speaking ; it

is falsehood, it is calumny. To

injure the reputation of another

by the sacrifice of truth, is an

accumulation of guilt, which is

hardlv exceeded bv any on«,
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in the whole catalogue of vices."

2. It prohibits us from saying-

aught against our neighbour on

mere suspicion.

3. It does not allow us to take

up and circulate an evil report.

It is one trait of character in the

citizen of Zion, that he taketh,

not up reproach against his

peighbour." Psal. xv. 3.

4. It forbids our publishing

abroad those things which are

true, if calculated to injure the

character of a fellow creature,

unless the glory of God, and the

good of society, require it.

This rule admits of a general

application. No man's charac-

ter ought to be needlessly attack-

ed. How much more then does

the rule apply in the following

cases.— 1. In relation to bene-

factors. How vile, how un-

grateful 1 " Tis like lifting up
the arm that was withered a-

gainst him that restored it." 2.

In relation to magistrates. Many
seem to suppose they have a

special license in this particular.

But the Scriptures are very ex-

press on the subject. Exod. xxii.

28. compared with Acts xxiii. 5.

See also 2 Pet. ii. 10. Jude 8.

Because we enjoy a high degree

of civil liberty, it does not follow

that we have a right to speak

evil of the rulers of the people.

Whatever is inconsistent with

that honour, respect, and rever-

ence due to magistrates, we may
be certain is wrong. See Rom.
xiii. 3. In regard to the various

domestick relations. How im-

proper, and how fraught with

evil consequences, for husbands

to speak evil of their wives, and

wives of their husbands
;
parents

of their children, and children of

th'Mr parents ; masters of their

servants, and servants of their

masters ; and brothers and sisters

ofone another 1 From such dwel-

lings, peace and happiness take

their flight. 4. In relation to

our christian brethren, and es-

pecially to the members of the
same church. The church is

the body of Christ, and the indi-
viduals of which it is composed^
are members one of another.
They have drank into one spirit,

are redeemed by the same blood,
journeying to the same inheri-
tance. What can be more incon-
sistent than for such persons t©
speak evil one of another ? On
this particular, St. James has
given us a special injunction.
^' Speak, not evil one of another
brethren." Besides, ifwe know,
or have reason to suspect, that
any member is guilty of improp-
er conduct, the course we should
pursue is plainly marked out in

the word of God. Lev. xix. 17.
Thou shalt not hate thy brother,
in thy heart, thou shalt in any
wise rebuke thy neighbour, and
not suffer sin upon him. See
also Matt, xviii. 15— 18.

5. The text forbids subtle and
oblique insinuations against a
man's character. This is often
the worst kind ot evil speaking.
In such instances the " tongue is

a sharp razor, working deceit-
fully." A deep wound is fre-
quently inflicted on a person's
character before any thing is

suspected. An hypocritical
gloss, or a recommendatory pre-
face, does not in the least abate
the odiousness of the crime." It

is adding hypocrisy to malevo-
lence. " Such an one is a verj;
worthy person," says the detrac-
tor, " but I am very sorry to
hear, he has been guilty of some
imprudences: I hardly believe
the report, and wish it might
not be true." And perhaps, if

he is asked to specify particulars,

he professes to be very unwil-
ling to mention any thing to the
injury of the person's reputation.
Thus conjecture is left to imag-
ine a thousand things which real-

ly have no existence : and the
person may be suspected of
crimes which he utterly abhors.
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a similar nature with the

above, are the questions with

which the character may be as-

sailed. Such as, Have you heard

this or that thing of such and

such persons ? Do you believe

such a man could do this or that ?

fee. &c. Such insinuations and

questions are, to use the emphat-

ic language of Scripture, all-

Jevouring words."

6. But those acquainted with

the original {BXx<r<piif4,w) will per-

ceive that the text not only re-

lates to speaking evil of a per-

son, but also, to a person. All

bitter, revengeful, railing words,

all those grievous words"
which " stir up strife," are pro-

hibited.

il. The prohibition contained

in the text is enforced by the

roost powerful considerations.

1. The Scriptures expressly

condemn evil speaking, in ad-

dition to the words of the text,

and the passage already quoted

from Ps. XV. notice the following.

2 Cor. xii. 20. I fear lest,

when I come, i shall not find you
such as I would—lest there be

debates, envyings, wraths, strifes,

backbiting, whisperings, swell-

ings, tumults."

Eph. iv.31. " Let all bitterness

-and wrath and anger, and clam-

our and evil speaking, be put

away from among you, with all

•malice." Observe, evil speaking

is enumerated in connection with

some of the worst passions of

which the human heart is suscep-

tible.

I Peter ii. I. ^' Laying aside all

malice, and all guile, and hypoc-

risies, and envies, and ail evil

•speakings," kc. The observa-

tion just made is "applicable to

this verse also.

2. Evil speaking is a violation

•of the law of love. We are re-

quired to love our neighbour as

'Ourselves. Did we possess this

i^kffection, it would restrain us from

speaking evil of him. You affirm,

that what you have said to the

disparagement of another is true.

Be it so. But are you willing to

publish abroad the thdusand faults

you have committed ? Self love

will not permit. Now, if you
love your neighbour as yourself,

you will be as solicitous not to

spread abroad his faults as you
are to avoid an unnecessary ex-

posure of your own. Consider

further, if you felt this love, yon
would not readily credit an evil

report. " Charity," saith Paul,

" thinketh no evil." If we regu-

lated all our discourse to, or cojt-

cerning others, by the Saviour's

Golden Rule, Matt. vii. 12, we
should never be guilty of evil

speaking.

3. Evil speaking is a perver-

sion of the gift of speech. The
Psalmist called his tongue his glo-

ry. See Ps. xvi. 9. compared
with Acts ii. 26. It is the glory

of our frame. Speech is one of

those faculties which distinguish-

es man from the brutes. It is a

most noble and valuable faculty.

Think of its uses. It ought to be

employed for those purposes for

which it was imparted. But how
is it perverted, when it is made
the vehicle of misrepresentation,

slander, calumny and railing!

When thus abused, the tongue

becomes a fire, a world cfiniqui-

ty, setting on fire the course of

nature, itself set on fire of hell I

4. Evil speaking has an un-

happy influence on the person

who practises it. He may pos-

sess a kind of enjoyment in tra-

ducing others. But it is a joy

like that which Satan, the great

Calumniator,* feels in doing mis-

chief Positive suffering is bet-

ter than such joy. The more
this pernicious habit is indulged,

the stronger it becomes. And,

as it is itself an indication of a

harsh judging and condemning of

Others, so its tendency is to fostet'
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and strengthen a censorious spir

it. Where this spirit has been
indulged, the individual who pos-

sesses it, is read}' to make a man
an ofi'ender for a word,'' a crimi-

nal construction is put on the most

innocent expressions, strong prej-

udices are excited against others

without foundation, and actions

entirely unblameable are imput-

ed to the vilest motives. Thus
the unhappy man becomes his

own tormentor, and in addition

to tKis, lays himself open to much
suffering from those whose re-

sentment he provokes by his im-

proper lai:guage.

5 By speaking evil of anoth-

er, we may injure him in his

character, usefulness, and busi-

ness in life. Even one unguard
ed expression may produce most
lamentable consequences^ It is

not so easy to efface, as it is to

blot. The latter may be done
in a moment, years may not effect

the former. The writer well

recollects that some remarks
made to him relative to a worthy
man produced unfavourable im-

pressions that were not removed
for months. The reputation of

a n)an is too serious a matter to

be tampered with Dr. Percival,

a moral writer, mentions a strik-

ing instance of the direful conse-

quences of misrepresentation,

though made in sport. A young
nobleman, a student at Cambridge,
Eng. while at London, and dining

in a mixed company of persons of

fashion, happened to sit near a

grave old gentleman, Avho took

the first opportunity of making
particular inquiries concerning a

youth, then at Cambridge, whom
he knew to be intimately ac-

quainted with this nobleman.

The young man instantly sus-

pected that the serious Don was
a rich uncle of his friend ; and

determined that he would give

such an account of the neph-

ew, as shtDuld occasion a solemn
letter ol reproof, over which he

hoped to regale himself on his

return to college He ac-

cordingly represented his young
friend as a gay, lively fellow, a
lover of pleasure, and much ad-

dicted to gaming. From the al-

teration he perceived in the

stranger's countenance, he was
assured of the success of his mis-

representations ; and on his re-

turn to Cambridge, he hastened
to the apartment of his friend, to

enjoy the laughter which he
should raise at his expense. But
how was he shocked to find him
in the delirium of a fever, occa-

sioned by a billet received the

preceding day, purporting, that

Lucinda, (the object of his affec-

tions) had bestowed her hand
upon a person much more de-

serving of her affections, than he
had been represented to her fa-

ther, by a young nobleman, his

associate in pleastire, extrava-

gance and profligacy." " As a

madman, who casteth fire brands,

arrows and death ; so is the maa
that deceiveth his neighbour, and

saith, Am not I in sport

6. Consider the injurious con-

sequences of evil speaking, in

other respects. What heart-

burnings and implacable resent-

ments it often occasions ; what
divisions and animosities in fami-

lies, churches and communities !

How many duels, and other mur-
ders, how man}' bloody and pro-

tracted wars, have issued from

this source ! The tongue is a

little member, and boasteth great

things. Behold, how great a mat-

ter a little fire kindleth."

Reflections.

I. The subject we have been
considering, is calculated to hum-
ble us. In how many instances

have we, in a greater or less de-

gree, violated the injunction in

the text ? Let us not excuse our-

selves by saying, It was the truth

that we asserted : or. Every body
knows what we have said, it is
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currently reported. Are you
certain of that ?—And are you
excusable for doing wrong be-

cause others do ?

2. Let us avoid this sin—For
your assistance lake the following

directions.

1 . Think ofyour own sins more
than those of others.—2 Speak
well of others, as far as truth will

permit ; if you cannot speak fa-

vourably, be silent, unless duty

command you to speak —3. In

company be solicitous to bring

forward some protitable topic of

conversation. There are many
such topics : should some eifort

be made to introduce them, how
much time might be saved from
waste or misuse !—4. Beware of

hasty judgments
;

"'judge not,

that ye be not judged.' .—5. Be
watchful continually over your
tongue.— 6. Pray that you may be

preserved from this sin. " Set a

watch, O Lord, before my mouth

;

keep the door of my lips."

—

7. Love your neighbour as your-

self.—8. Walk with God—imbibe
the spirit of Christ. Be clothed

with humility. He who is deep-

ly sensible of his own sinfulness

has but little disposition to pro-

claim abroad the faults of others.

3. Let us discountenance those

who indulge this hateful propen-
sity. Let not the eagerness of

our eye, or a half-suppressed

question animate them to fresh

attacks on a neighbour's reputa-

tion, but let signiticant silence or

a frown, or a pungent, though
tender reproof, convince them
that we detest the abominable
practice of evil speaking.

CHURCH LIBRARIES.

It has been our unhappiness, in

some instances, lo hear persons

advocate voluntary ignorance,

and appeal to the language of

inspiration in support of their

views. They have said with
much gravity and apparent self-

complacency, that "H^nowledge
putfeth up," and having quoted
the words of an apostle, they have
thought it a proof of distinguish-

ed humility to fold their arms
together, and content themselves
without any effort to acquire new
ideas. It would be well for such
individuals to remember, that the

same authority to which they
seem to bow with so much deter-

ence, requires christians, to add
to their faith, knowledge ; to

grow in grace, and in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and Saviour Je-

sus Christ ; and to let the word
of Christ dwell in them richly

in all wisdom. The wisest of
men has declared, that fur the
soul to be without knowledge is

not good." It needs but little

acquaintance with mankind to be
convinced of this truth. In the
absence of knowledge we are cut
off from the pure and refreshing
streams of intellectual enjoy-
ment, and left in a great degree
to the dominion of our senses.

Nor are the evils arising from
our personal ignorance contined
to ourselves. Others are de-
prived of the benefits which we
might have conferred on them,
had we cultivated the talents

with which we have been en-
trusted.

If, however, the importance of
knowledge should be admitted, a

question may arise, how is it to

be obtained ? Are we to come to

its possession by new and contin-

ued revelations from heaven, or
by an habitual perusal of the

Scriptures in connexion with oth-

er writings which may serve to

enlarge our views and contirm
our faith ? That we have no
reason to expect new revelations

is evident, because the age of in-

spiration has ceased. We have
a complete revelation of the di-

vine will, and if we are not dis-

posed to receive it, we should
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not believe, though an angel

spake to us from heaven. Our
duty therefore is obvious. We
must apply our minds in earnest

to the holy Scriptures. And ag

some have denied their divine

origin, and attempted to destroy

the doctrines which they contain,

we should avail ourselves of the

labours and researches of pious

and learned men. Pursuing this

course, we shall be able to give a

reason of the hope that is within

us, and of the faith we exercise

in the truths of Christianity.

But there are pious persons in

humble life, who although they

have vigorous and inquisitive

minds, have not the means of

gratifying their desire for infor-

mation. They have imperious

Tclaims which forbid an appropri-

ation from their small income for

books. Other demands prevent

them from procuring that mental

food which would be so congenial

to their souls. JVow a Church
Library would supply this defi-

ciency. The donations of wealthy

members would meet the wants

of those who are unable to con-

tribute any thing towards this ob-

ject ; and many who cannot ex-

pend much on books, would have
it in their power to contribute

their mites with others, and thus

provide the means of acquiring

valuable knowledge.

The importance and necessity

of Church Libraries will appear,

if we consider, that in the public

libraries, already established,

there are very few religious

books. They contain in great

abundance, Novels, Romances,

Histories, V^oyages, and Travels
;

but scarcely any Theological

Writings. This is a peculiar dis-

advantage to pious persons, as

they have not the same conveni-

ent mode of pursuing a proper

course of reading. While a large

number of their fellow beings can

with little expense peruse au-

thors which suit their taste and

feelings, there is scarcely any
pr vi-ion of this kind for those
who wish to have clear, just,

and extended views on subjects

connected with christian theol-

ogy-

Let it not be said then, that
" the children of this world are

in their generation wiser thaa
the children of light.'- Do the
former unite together, that with
greater facility they may en-

rich their minds with works of
taste, literature and science ? let

us also unite, that with greater
ease we may procure works
which diffuse light on the pages
of inspiration, which will wipe
away the reproach of our igno-

rance, and contribute to the true

dignity of the christian character.

W^hile they encroach on the mid-

night hour, and rise with the sua

in quest of knowledge which
merely relates to the perishing

scenes of time ; let us, who pro-

fess to be occupied with objects

the most sublime in their nature,

and eternal in their duration, not

pass away our time, without any
mental exertion, to compre-
hend with all saints, what is the

breadth, and length, and depth,

and height, and to know the love

of Christ, which passeth knowl-
edge, that we may be filled with

all the fulness of God." Before

we dismiss this subject, we would
mention some of the advantages

which may be expected from the

establishment and use of Church
Libraries.

It is believed if christians

should avail themselves of the

means which are proposed, and
appropriate more time for read-

ing and serious reflection, they

would become more established

in the truth ; and would not be
" carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness,

whereby they lie in wait to de-

ceive." Should error come m
upoa them like a flood, thej
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would be prepared to lift up the

standard of truth against it ; and

instead of being led away by the

fair, but false speeches of design-

ing men, they would discard

them, as unworthy of their confi-

dence and respect.

The knowledge derived from

reading and meditation, would,

with the blessing of God, impart

stability to the christian charac-

ter. Instead of being the crea-

tures of mere feeling, the mem-
bers of our churches would be

more governed in their conduct

by religious principle, and would
press steadily on towards the

mark for the prize of the high

•ailing of God in Christ Jesus.

They would also be furnished

with matter for profitable con-

yersation. They would neither

have to be silent when they

meet together, nor would it be

necessary, for the want of better

subjects to expatiate on the im-

perfections of absent friends.

They would be prepared for an

interchange of sentiments in re-

lation to the authors they had
read, and the particular subjects

which had recently engrossed

their attention. They would
thus afford mutual instruction to

each other. The common-place
remarks which have no higher
origin than the weather, or the

every day occurrences of life,

would be dismissed ; and chris-

tians would animate and strength-

en each other on their way to

heaven. How delightful such
intercourse as this ! It is not
^ corrupt communication, but
that which is good to the use
of edifying, that it may minister

grace unto the liearers.'^

The knowledge acquired in

private, will excite in the bo-
soms of good men a deeper and
more wakeful attention to the
public ministry. They will be
better prepared by this knowl-
edge to appreciate the judicious

ffiinistrations of the word
j

they

will better understand the in-

structions delivered from the

pulpit, and retain them muck
longer afterwards. It will also

have another happy effect. It.

will give an elevation to the

character of the christian minis-

try. A Pastor who knows that

his hearers are intelligent, ancP

understand the duties and doc-

trines of Christianity, will be in-

cited to greater industry in pre-

paring for his public work. He
feels that as a teacher he ought
to be in advance of his people.

If they have knowledge, he must
have more ; at least, he must not

be inferior to them. This con-

sideration operates as a power-
ful spring of exertion, that he
may approve himself as a work-
man who needeth not to be a-

shamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. Thus it is per-
ceived, that when private chris-

tians enlarge their knowledge by
reading and meditation, they de-
rive advantage in two ways

;

their own capacity is greater for

receiving instruction, and those
who are placed over them in the
Lord feel more deeply the im-
portance of answering the just

expectations of their enlightened
brethren.

Church Libraries will also be
of great advantage to the minis-

ters of Christ. Many of theoi

are desirous of making advances,

in knowledge. They have not

only time, but a disposition ta

add to their information. But
they are not able from their own
funds to procure works which
would increase their intellectual

treasures. If it be desirable that

their lips should keep knowl-

edge," and they should find

out acceptable words, ' it is also

desirable they should enjoy the

means for the attainment of these

qualifications. We are confident

that access to a good Library

would contribute much to the

private comfort, and public use*
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fulness of every man who is

worthy of bein^ employed in the

christian ministry.

It is sincerely hoped, that

christians will duly consider the

arguments which have been of-

fered in favour of the establish-

ment of Church Libraries ; and
that infidels and scoflfers may not
have to say in the language of
unholy triumph, doubtless we
are the people, and wisdom shall

die with us."

^ Discourse delivered at the Annual

General Meeting of the Baptist

Missionary Society in Bristol^

(Eng.) September, 1 8

1

8—by
John Foster, pp. 94.

This sermon like all the pro-

luctions of its author, is worthy

of frequent and attentive perusal.

It is distinguished by all the beau-

ties and marred by all the blem-

ishes of the Essay on Popular Ig-

norance. The same strens^th of

expression, the same graphic de-

lineation of character, and the

same power and originality of

conception, characterize both. In

both are we encountered by a

harshness of style, a labyrinthian

perplexity of syntactical arrange-

ment, and not unfrequently by a

turgid obscurity, which in scarce-

Iv any other writer would be at all

endured. These latter unhappy
peculiarities of the author have

been so frequently noticed, that

it has become trite to remark up-

on them. We cannot but lament

that a writer, in most respects so

eminently qualified for extensive

usefulness, should have adopted

a style which must render him
absolutely unintelligible to the

greater part of the community.

We scarcely know of a more val-

uable book of its kind than theEs-

say on Popular Ignorance, but to

the greater part of English read-

ers we fear it is about as unintel-

ligible as though it were written

in an unknown tongue.

Had we any idea that our re-

marks would reach the author of
this discourse, we should urge
upon him, as a religious duty, the
attempt to render his style vastly

more simple and perspicuous.

He doubtless writes from moral
principle, from a wish to benefit

the world. It would certainly

seem then that the moral princi-

ple which induces him to write,

would also induce him to write in

such a manner as to be generally

understood.

The textis Judg.v. 23. "They
came not to the help of the Lord,

to the help of the Lord against

the mighty.'' In the commence-
ment of the discourse the author
most ably and philosophical-

ly demonstrates how " mighty"
must be the influence which the

Hindoo system of idolatry exerts

over its votaries, from its confor-

mity to the corrupt propensities

of the human heart, from its di-

rect hold upon the senses, from
its venerable antiquity, and from
the example of the multitudes

who profess it ; he then meets
those objections which most com-
monly arise in the mind of one
who is solicited to come forward

and oppose this formidable array

of " moral evil," and concludes

by presenting those considera-

tions which should impel us to

powerful exertion, especially at

the present time.

Our limits forbid us to extract

more than one or two passages
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from this masterly discourse. Ev-

ery Christian, we are confident,

must admire the following re-

marks upon the subject of party

spirit, pp. 70, 71.

" If the christian communities, most

liable to feelings of competition, were

asked in what character they conceive

themselves to stand the most promi-

nently forward before the world, as

practically verifying^ the exalted, be-

neficent, expansive spirit of their re-

ligion, it is not improbable they would

say. it is as conspirers to extend heav-

enly light and liberty over the heathen

world. But if so, how justly we may
urge it upon them to beware of de-

grading this the most magnificent form

in which their profession is displayed,

by associating with it littlenesses which

may make it almost ridiculous. Sure-

ly, in thus going forth against the pow-
ers of darkness, they would not be

found stickling and stipulating that the

grand banner of the cause should be

surmounted with some petty label of

a particular denomination. Such mor-

tals, had they been in the emigration

from Egypt, would have been inces-

santly and jealously busy about the

relative proximities of the tribes to the

cloudy pillar. A shrewd irreligious

looker-oil, who cares for none of our

sects, nor for this our common object,

might indulge his malicious gaiety in

saying. All this bustling activity of

consultation, and oratory, and sub-

scription, and travelling, is to go to the

account, as you will have it, of a fer-

vent zeal for Christianity ; what a

large share of this costly trouble I

should nevertheless be sure to save

you, if I could just apply a quenching

substance to so much of this pious

heat as consists of sectarian ambition

and rivalry.

We cannot too strongly insist again,

that a sense of dignity should spurn

these inglorious competitions from the

sections of the advanced camp against

the grand enemy. Here^ at all

events, the parties should acknowl-
edge the Truce of God. If they

have, and must have, jealousies too

sacred to be extinguished, let their

indulgence be reserved for occasions

and scenes in which they are not as-

suming the lofty attitude of a war
against the gods. But the great mat-

ter, after all,, is to be solemnly intent

on the object itself, on the good to be

done, compared with which, the de-

nomination of the instrument will ap-

VOL. III. b'6

pear a circumstance vastly trivial.

Let all the promoters of these good
works be in this state of mind, and
the modes in which the evil spirit in

question might display itself will be
things of imagination or of history.

For then we shall never see a dispo-

sition to discountenance a design on
account of its originating with an
alien sect, rather than to favour it for

its intrinsic excellence ; nor an eager
insisting on points of precedence ; nor
a systematic practice of representing
the operations of our own sect at their

highest amount of ability and eflect,

and those of another at their lowest

:

nor the studied silence of vexed jeal-

ousy, which is thinking all the while
of what it cannot endure to name ; nor

that laboured exaggeration of our own
magnitude and achievements which
most plainly tells v:hat that jealousy is

thinking of ; nor that manner of hear-
ing of marked and opportune advanta-
ges occurring to undertakings of anoth-
er sect which betrays that a story of
disasters would have been more wel-
come ; nor under-hand contrivances
for assuming the envied merit of some-
thing accomplished and never boasted
of by another sect ; nor excitements
to exertion expressly on the ground of
invidious rivalry, rather than christian

emulation ; nor casual defects of cour-
tesy interpreted wilfully into intention-

al hostility, just to give a colour of jus-
tice to actual hostility on our part, for

which we were prepared, and but
watching for a pretext ; nor manage-
ment and misrepresentation to trepan
to our party auxiliary means which
might have been intended for theirs."

The following eloquent expos-
tulation is found in his remarks
upou the love of money, p. 74.

" But perhaps he thinks his motive
regards the prospects of his family.

Perhaps he has a favourite or an only
son, for whom he destines, with the

rest of his treasure, that portion which
God is demanding. In due time that

son will be put in possession by his fa-

ther"'s death, and will be so much the

richer for that portion. That this

wealth will remain long in his hands,

a prosperous and undiminished pos-

session, is not perhaps very probable

when we recollect what has been seen

of the heirs of misers. But let us sup-

pose that it will, and suppose too, that

this son will be a man of sensibili-

ty and detp reflection. Then, his

property will oiten remind him of his
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departed father. And with what emo-
tions ? This, he will say to himself,

was my father's god. He did, indeed,

think much of me, and of securing^ for

me an advantageous condition in life
;

Stnd I am not ungrateful for his cares.

He professed also not to be unconcern-
ed for the interests of his own soul, and
the cause of the Saviour of the world.

But alas ! it presses on me with irre-

sistible evidence, that the love of mon-
ey had a power in his heart predomi-
nant over all other interests. It can-
not be effaced from my memory that I

have often observed the strong marks
of repugnance and impatience, an in-

genuity of evasion, an acuteness to dis-

cover or invent objections to the mat-
ter proposed to him, however high its

claims, if those claims sought to touch
hia money, which he contemplated.

and guarded, and augmented, with a
devotedness of soul quite religious.
But whither can a soul be gone that
had such a religion ? Would he that
acquired, and guarded even against
the demands of God, these possessions
for me, and who is thinking of them
now as certainly as I am thinking of
them ; oh, would he, if he could speak
to me while I am pleasing myself that
they are mine, tell me that they are-

the price ofmy father's soul

After giving" such extracts as-

these—and they are a fair speci-

men of the train of thought which
rnns through the sermon, it 'will

be unnecessary to say, that it can-

not be too extensively nor too.

repeatedly read.

AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. JUDSON TO DR.

BALDWIN.

Rangoon^ Feb. 6, 1822.

Rev. and dear Sir,

I have baptized one man only^.

since I last wrote you ; nor are

there any others, at present, who
are preparing to come forward.

The last prosecution of our most
distinguished disciple, Moung
Shwa-gnong, which took place in

September last, and terminated

in his being obliged to flee for his

life, struck a fatal blow to all re-

ligious inquirj^ Since that time,

I have confined myself almost

entirely to translating. About
half the New-Teslament is now
finished, and I am desirous of fin-

ishing the whole, if possible, be-

fore making any jfurther mission-

ary movement. When that work
is disposed of, I expect to feel

more free to go forth and en-

counter the hazards, which may
attend an open and extensive de-

claration of the gospel. I airf

fully persuaded, that the way
will soon be opened for the in-

troduction and establishment of
true religion in this country.

Difficulties may obstruct, delay*
may intervene, the faith of mis-
sionaries and their supporters
may be severely tried ; but at

the right time, the time marked
out from all eternity, the Lord
will appear in his glory.

Brother Price arrived here in

December, and brother Hough
in January following. I believe

it is the desire of us all to live

and die among the Burmans.
Brother Colman remains in the

Chittagong district, and has a

prospect of great usefulness a-

mong the Arrakanese. Mrs. J.

has embarked for England, in-

stead of America, in consequence
of obtaining a passage gratis.

Most faithfully and

affectionately yours,

A. JUDbON, Jr.
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INTERESTING LETTER FROM MRS.

COLMAN, TO A FRIEND IN BOS-

TON.

Cox'>s Basar^ Dec. 1, 1821.

My dear Mrs. S.

We arrived at this place on

Nov. 12th, after a delightfully

pleasant sail of three days. On
our passage we saw many Arra-
kanese villages which together
with the immense number of cot-

tages that were presented to our
view, on approaching »Cox's Ba-
zar, produced a happy association

of ideas. We were confirmed in

the belief that this is an impor-
tant field for missionary exertion,

and our hearts were gladdened
with the idea of again mingling
with the heathen, and with the
fond hope that we might be in-

strumental of imparting to them
the blessings of the gospel.

Previous to our departure from
Chittagong, we were treated with
m^ich attention and kindness by
the European inhabitants, several
of whom seemed to take a lively

interest in the establishment we
were about to form. The
Judge and his lady were particu-

larly kind and polite. He assur-

ed Mr. C. that he had not the
slightest objection to our residing

at Cox's Bazar, but manifested
much solicitude lest we should
find the climate unhealthy. He
promised to send orders to the
chief native ofiicer 'of that part
of the district, that we should not
be molested, observing that this

would greatly smooth the way be-
fore us Thus during our short
residence in Chittagong, we
experienced many mercies. The
hand of God was visible in re-

moving obstacles out of our way,
and so plain were his dealings to-

wards us, that we had no hesitan-

cy in regard to the path of duty.

Indeed we felt that nothing was
wanting to complete our happi-

ness, but to obtain a thorough
isnovvledge of the language, and

to see the Holy Spirit descending
upon those among whom we ex-

pected to reside. But we little

anticipated the trials that awaited
us. Our heavenly Father, how-
ever, saw that they were neces-

sary to humble us, and to lead us

to place our dependence entirely

on Him. The great adversary of

souls perceived that our object in

coming to this place aimed at the

destruction of his kingdom, and

he thereibre excited his emissa-

ries to expel us from his long pos-

sessed dominions. He trommis-

sioned one of his faithful servants,

a Boodhist priest from Ceylon,

who was here merely on a visit,

to execute his designs. Although
the period that he was to remain
here had expired, yet hearing

that an English teacher was com-
ing to this place in order to build a

house, and to preach a new relig-

ion, he awaited our arrival for the

sole purpose of rendering the at-

tempt abortive. He and all those

who live in a similar monastick

manner, are distinguished by
wearing a yellow cloth, and sup-

ported by the offerings of the

people. They are considered

objects of worship, and conse-

quently the influence which they
possess over the minds of the peo-
ple is almost unlimited. Imme-
diately on our arrival, the above
mentioned priest commenced
hostilities by seizing our teacher

by the hair of his head, ^ind by
loading him with reproaches and

threats. The teacher who has

for some months past given evi-

dence of being a real christian,

bore the insult in a very patient

manner, and gave fresh proof that

he had been renewed by the

Spirit of God. The next day af-

ter, a mob consisting of several

hundred people surrounded the

place where we now reside, for

the purpose of destroying our

goods, and of expelling us from

the town. But this blessed prorn
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ise, " As thy day is so shall thy

stren;^th be," was abundantly

"verified. The Lord stood by us,

and g-ave us that connposure of

mind, which was so requisite for

the occasion. His mercy was also

signally displayed in quieting the

angry passions ofthe human heart

The mob, in order the more ef-

fectually to accomplish their

wicked purposes, had obtained a

petty government officer to sanc-

tion their proceedings He en-

tered the room with the most
malignant countenance, and made
many attempts to induce Mr. C.

to quit his seat. Finding that his

efforts availed nothing, but that

we both kept ourselves calmly

seated, he seemed struck with as-

tonishment, quietly seated him-

self, and entered into conversa-

tion. This greatly exasperated

the rioters without, who used

the most abusive and threatening

language, accused the officer of

entering into friendship with Mr.

C when he had accompanied
them to assist in our expulsion.

Nothing indeed could exceed
their threats and revilings, or the

noise and disturbance which they

made The person who conduct-

ed the mob is, we learn, a very
artful, wicked man, and obtains

his subsistence principally by re-

ceiving bribes. He, however,
by the overruling mercy of

God was compelled to treat us

ifl a friendly manner, and to dis-

perse the mob without suffering

them to do us any personal injury.

This defeat only served to

heighten the anger and resent-

ment of the priests, who, on being

informed of the event, immedi-

ately took a solemn oath, that

they would not eat until we were
expelled. For several days we
were subject to continual alarms.

Various reports reached us

that the people were deter-

Diined on our expulsion, and that

if this could not be effected in

open day, it should be done under

Ihe covert of midnight darkness.

But we committed ourselves to

our heavenly Father, knowing
that we were safe beneath his pro-

tecting hand. We had seen so

much of his goodness in preparing

the way for us to come hither,

that we could not but believe we
should be continued, and have the

happiness of seeing the cause of

the dear Redeemer firmly estab-

lished in this land of spiritual

darkness.

One circumstance was particu-

larly trying to us. We had cal-

culated that on the fourth or fifth

day after our arrival we should

have the agreement made with

the carpenters, and some other

preparatory steps taken towards

building ; but it was circulated

by the opposers that whoever un-

dertook to build the house, or to

render us the least assistance,

should be considered worthy of

death ; and so effectually did this

threat terrify the people, not on-

ly in Cox's Bazar, but throughout

the surrounding villages, that we
found it impossible to procure a

single workman. Even an Arra-

kanese whom we had hired oa

our first arrival became so alarm-

ed that he begged we would dis-

charge him.

By some means the order which

the Magistrate promised to issue

on our account was detained a

number of days. Had it reached

here before us, it is probable that

much of the disturbance would

have been prevented. However,
on the 21st of Nov. just nine days

after our arrival, to our great re-

lief and joy it was received. It

was very satisfactory, and produc-

ed a happy effect. In the course

of a few days another very severe

order was issued, accompanied by

a polite and obliging letter from

the Judge to Mr. C. In conse-

quence of these orders, particu-

larly of the last, the tumult has

ceased, and the people are no

longer afraid to work for us. W^e

have now the satisfaction of see-

ing a beginning made on the Buft-
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galow, and expect it will be com-
pleted in the course of twenty

days.

Thus you perceive, my dear

Mrs. S. that we have renewed
occasion to erect our Ebenezer,

and to say, " Hitherto the Lord
has helped us." When we re-

flect on his goodness towards us

since we left our native country,

and the repeated dangers from
which he has preserved us, what
reason have we to love him, and

to devote ourselves exclusively

to his service ! We cannot ex-

press to our friends how much
we consider ourselves obliged

to the Magistrate. It is owing in

a great measure to his kindness

that we obtained a license from
the General Government, and it is

doubtful whether we could even
now live among this people were
it not for the decisive steps which
he has taken in our behalf In

.addition to the kind letter con-

taining assurances of future pro-

tection, he has had the goodness
to furnish us with a native officer

who is to be in constant attend-

ance, and to render us any as-

sistance that is requisite.

Feb. 7, 1822. 1 intended, my
dear Mrs. S. to have completed
this communication much before

the present time ; but since writ-

ing the above, I have scarcely

had an uninterrupted half hour
to myself. The circumstance of

a foreigner and his wife coming
to reside at this place, is, of

course, a great novelty, and our
being already able to converse
considerably in the Arrakanese
language, is a greater novelty still.

The mere report of this has in-

duced many to come in order to

satisfy themselves of its truth.

The majority of our company
have been women, who have sel-

dom, if ever, seen a foreign fe-

male before. Although prompt-
ed by mere curiosity, yet I have
hitherto encouraged their visits,

as they aflbrd me an excellent

opportunity of improving myself
in the conversational part of the

language, and I cannot but antici-

pate with much satisfaction the

period when I shall be able to

converse with them on religious

subjects.

The Arrakanese females are

exceedingly low in the scale of

intellectual improvement. They
are entirel}' destitute of a knowl-

edge of letters, of needle vvork,

or of ant of those employments
which afford pleasure or profit

to every class of females in chris-

tian lands. Their time is princi-

pally occupied in performing the

most menial services, and their

conversation is confined to the

most trifling and insignificant

subjects. They are held in the

lowest estimation by the men,
and prejudices of the strongest

kind exist against their education.

There are two women in the

place who can read a very little,

but with this exception there is

not one from the highest to the

lowest, who knows a single letter

of their alphabet. The sons of a

few of the richest of the Arraka-

nese are instructed by the priest?.

But the females, alas ! are held

fast in the chains of ignorance,

learning being considered too sa-

cred for their polluted touch.

As long as they remain in this

degraded state, it will be ex-

tremely diflicult to convey relig-

ious instruction to their minds, to

convince them of the necessity

of an atonement, and of faith in

Jesus Christ.

I will assure you, my dear Mrs..

S. that while witnessing their de-

plorable condition our compassion

has been awakened, and we feel

an earnest desire that something

should be done for their benefit.

We have lately taken into con-

sideration the plan of establishing

a charit}^ school. Although we
feel fully sensible that the preach-

ing of the Word is the grand in-

strument appointed by our Lord
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for the conversion of men, yet

no doubt can be entertained but

that through the medium of

schools the moral condition of the

Arrakanese may be much im-

proved. We rejoice that we are

now sufficiently settled to allow

of our attending" to this object,

and that we have a prospect of

seeing our desires in some meas
lire accomplished. We have al-

ready engaged a native master.

Two children also have been ob-

tained whose parents are willing

we should instruct and support

them until they have obtained a

suitable education. As however
there is no appropriation made
for such an object, v^e have de-

termined on supporting them our-

selves until we hear from our

American friends. Besides these

children we are likely to procure

five or six others who will be

supported by their parents. With
these few we shall be able to

make a beginning, and there is

little doubt but that in time a

large number of scholars may be

obtained could a fund be raised

for their entire support.

The Arrakanese are generally

poor, and would be unable to

make any provision for the edu-

cation of their children. Indeed

they consider such an object too

unimportant, too trifling to con-

tribute any thing towards its sup-

port. We feel particularly de-

sirous of affording instruction to

the Arrakanese females, since

they are cut off from every op-

portunity of acquiring it among
their own countrymen ; but as

such strong prejudices exist

against their education, we shall

take both girls and boys. Of
the latter description are the two

charity children now engaged.

The superintendence of the

school will be my department,

which, with the assistance of a

native master, I shall esteem a

delightful task. But to carry our

plan into full execution it will be

necessary to receive encourage-

ment and support from our Ameri-
can friends. We calculate that the

monthly expense of each child

will be 1 dollar The wages of a

master will amount to four dol-

lars pr. month, and that of a fe-

male cook, two dollars pr month.
Would it not, my dear Mrs.

be pleasing to have a few female

societies formed for the purpose
of supporting the charity school

at Cox's Bazar? Who that has

lived in a christian land, and

known the value of the blessings

which result from education, can

be indiflferent to the ignorance

and degradation of these females?

WJio can reflect on their deplor-

able situation, without emotion!

of the tenderest nature ? Some of

them possess fine, intelligent

countenances, and are blest with

minds capable of the highest cul-

tivation. And although their

views are now contracted, their

manners unpolished, and their

tempers fierce, yet how effectu-

ally would a good education alter

them! How would it elevate

their views, refine their manners,

and sweeten their tempers! And
may we not hope that a religious

education would be the means of

leading some of them to an ex-

perimental acquaintance with the

blessed Saviour ? A knowledge

of the art of reading will enable

them to search the Bible for

themselves ; and who knows but

that while thus employed, some
of them may be convinced of its

divine origin, may be redeemed

from the defilement of sin, and

be fitted for the pure happiness

of the celestial state.

But I must close my letter by
requesting the favour of an early

communicatif n from you. Mr.
Colman desires me to offer you
his sincere regards, and also

joins me in respectful remem-
brance to Mr. S. Allow me to

add, that I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

E. M. COLMAN",
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MRS. JUDSON'S arrival IN BOSTON.

Our readers have already

been informed that ill health

rendered it necessary for Mrs. J.

to leave the scene of her ardu-

ous and valuable labours in Bur-

mah. We are happy to state,

that her voyage to Europe, and

from thence to America, has

been attended with very salutary

effects. She arrived in Boston

on the 11th of October, in ap-

parently good health. After

passing the winter among her

relatives and friends, she expects

to embark for Asia early in the

spring, that she may consecrate

her life to the conversion of the

Burmans
We trust this visit to her na-

tive country will not only be the

means of personal benefit to Mrs.

J. but also of exciting a more
general and active interest in fa-

vour of Missionary efforts. We
persuade ourselves that a de-

sc>iption of the ignorant and

degraded condition of the inhab-

itants of India, from one who has

been an eye-witness, will awaken
sympathies to which some have

yet been strangers, and leave a

deeper impression on the minds

of Christians, that they have yet

much to do for the poor, perish-

ing heathen.

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT
OF THE BOARD.

Cherokee Mission.

EKTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE

REV. MR. ROBERTS TO THE COR.

SECRETARY.

Falley Towns, Aug. 14, 1822.

Rev. and dear Sir,

. The school is still increasing
;

two fresh scholars came last

week, a poor lame girl and her

brother, from a distance of fifty

mile&.
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Our crop of corn consisting of

70 acres or more, is very good.

I received a letter a few days

ago from Mr Oliver Stevens,

Sunbury, Liberty county, Geo.
stating that the friends of mis-

sions in that place, had sent a box
of clothing for these poor chil-

drpn. He mentions that a con-

siderable interest is excited ia

that part of the country, for the

needy at this station, by means of

letters published in the Lumma-
ry. This letter was like cold

water to our thirsty souls, being

assured that these good people^

who thus think of the childrea

under our care, think of us at the

throne of grace.

About two months ago we com-
menced another school at the

town of Nottle, 16 miles from
this place, where I have been in

the habit of preaching once a
month, and I trust not in vain.

There are 40 or 50 in this town,
that understand English, some
whites, and some part breed, ma-
ny of whom seem to hear for

eternity.

They are very desirous of hav-
ing a local school, and are willing

to contribute corn and meal, &c.
towards supporting a teacher :

and they are about building a
house to answer the double pur-

pose of worship and school. May
the Lord bless their undertaking.

We are now engaged in trans-

lating the Philadelphia Sunday-
school spelling book, and if health

be spared, we hope to have it

ready for the press in six weeks.

As this excellent book contains

nothing but the pure word of
God, we may reasonably hope
that the same divine blessings

which followed its progress thro'

cities and villages, inhabited by
the whites, uiil not be withhold-

en from the humbler dwellers of

the cabins and wigwams.
Some of the boys who have

beeaHere for a Ij?ng tirr.e trying
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to learn English, withoat under-
standing" what they read, became
discouraged, went away, and we
see them no more. Others seem-
ed to hang on ^between hope and

despair. These, of late, begin

to study their own language, and
some of them, in the short peri-

od of two or three week?, can,

to their great joy, read what they
understand.

If it should meet the approba-
tion of the Board, I intend going
to Washington this fall, to get
our spelling book published. 1

hope the object can be accom-
plished without any expense to

the Board. [Lum.

FORT WAYNE MISSION.

The Board of Managers of the

General Convention have now
under their patronage, besides

brother M'Coy, Rev. Mr. Sears

and wife, from New-York, and
Mr. Giles Jackson and family. It

is hoped Mr. Sears has reached
Fort Wayne, and commenced his

missionary labours. Mr. Jack-

son, from the Concord Baptist

church, Stapleton, Ohio, by trade

a blacksmith, has opened his

shop, and entered on his useful

.services. The Board has lately

received as an addition to that

station, Mr. Johnston L^kins. He
has for some time been a teacher

there. Lately he has been bap-

tized by Mr. M'Coy, and promis-

es to become highly useful in the

management of the school. Mr.

M'Coy is much pleased with his

talents, hh ardour for usefulness,

and his exemplary conduct.

Extracts from the Journal of the

Rev. Mr. M'Coy.

March 4th.—For a while the

school has been suspended for

want of an assistant teacher.

Have recommenced it to-day.

Mr. Kircheval, sub-agent of
Indian affairs, who nobly encour-
ages the Indians to adopt habits

of industry, has just returned
from a visit to Massassinaway.
A band of Miamies at the Forks
of the Wabash, having already
hired the fencing of a large field,

and the erecting of one house,
have declared their determina-
tion to persevere, and to build

six more houses, that is, one for

each family. This party draws
§800 annuity. They propose
giving §600 of the aforemention-
ed sum for purposes of procuring
cattle, hogs, farming utensils, &.c.

and of improving their lands.

Others of the Miamies are doing
likewise.

April 4th.—Had an interview

with Charley, a Miamie chief,

stated to him my intention not to

carry the Miamie children in our
school, into the country of the

Putawatomies, as had been re-

ported. That I had repeatedly
told them 1 wisH^d to do them
good, and would teach their chil-

dren gratis, and that I was in the

same mind still. That I design-

ed to have a school specially for

his nation, and would locate it at

any place they might choose.

That I was very glad to hear of

their improving their lands, and
purchasing stock, and that they

were now on the road to happi-

ness.

Accompanied by the agent, I

took him into the school, and to

see our loom. He then replied:

" Father, you spoke to me just

now as we were seated on the

grass. A good man's words are

always true, whether we hear

them on the ground or in a house.

You have now brought me into

your house, and I see with my
own eyes that your words are

true. 1 see that of which I had

only heard before. I see the

children here in school doing

well, and learning that which
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will make them respectable, and

Avill be of great benefit to them.

1 have two children whom 1 will

bring to the school as soon as I

shall have planted corn, and I

will encourage my people to

come into these measHres."
Charley is one of the Massas-

sinaway band, who are determin-

ed to adopt the habits of civilized

life, notwithstanding the oppo-
sition of many idle worthless fel-

lows of that place. He has left

the village, and settled some
miles off, where he intends

making a farm, and he is now
here making arrangements for

hiring men to make him a fence,

and for procuring farming uten-

sils. He assures me that many
of his people are determined to

make plantations.

Su7iday^ April 14.—To-day four

of our children, who have been
absent through the winter, re-

turned in wretched case. They
informed me that their grand-

mother, a very old Putawatomie
woman, was lying at a camp a

little distance from our house, at

the point of death. Soon after

two of her grandsons announced
her death, and requested assist-

ance in burying her, saying, they
had nothing with which to

make a hole in the ground"
They were very thankful to me
for granting their request. My
wife and 1 w alked to the camp,
where we found the corpse lying

on the ground wrapped in an old

blanket. By the colour of the

grass underneath, vve could dis-

cover that the old woman had
lain in this position several days

I)revious to her decease. It had
been raining and sjometimes snow-
ing for several days, and the

earth was very full of water, to

all which she had been exposed,
without having even a tent cloth

or a piece of bark for a shelter.

The few rags which had served
for clothes were filthy in the ex-
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treme, and under and about her

were vermin as might be seen

about a dead body that had lain

some days on the earth. The
sight was shocking ! What insen-

sibility and depravity must her

children have possessed, who
had been lounging around their

mother in this wretched predica-

ment ! The whole company ex-

hibited a scene of poverty,

wretchedness and wickedness,

almost unparalleled, except a-

mong the Indians. Near the

corpse were a man and two wo-
men drunk. Others were but

little better. A few were sober,

and looked solemn, All wore
destitute of any shelter, except
a piece of a tent cloth which par-

tially covered two or three of

them. Notwithstanding the wind

blew cold, they had not as much
fire as would have heated a gal-

lon of water, had it been placed

over it in a vessel. All their

clothing, bedding, cooking ves-

sels, or property of whatever de-

scription. Would not have consti-

tuted a back load for one of

them. The only particle of food

1 could discover about the en-

campment, was a pipce of a dog
which they had butchered in the

morning, which was hanging on

the limb of a tree. They had

not skinned the animal, but had

thrown him into the fire and

singed off the hair For our

own comfort, we gathered a few
sticks and kindled a fire. At my
reqiiest one of them showed me
where they wished the dead

body to be buried, and 1 had the

grave prepared. In order to

convey the corpse to the grave,

they placed it a pole extend-

ing a little beyond the head and

the feet, and with thongs tied it

fast to the pole in several places.

A short pole was then placed

pcross the stomach, between the

body and the first j)ole ; four men
then took hold, one at each end
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of the poles, and thus conveyed
this wretched female to the place

of interment.

When she was placed in the

grave, one of them laid a piece

of tobacco at her head, and ad-

dressed the deceased in the fol-

lowing words :

Grandmother, you have liv-

ed long enoti?-h, you have now
died and l*^fv all your children.

Gr;\nd'nother, I give you a

piece of tobacco to smoke, that

you may rest quietly in your
grave, and not disttirb us who
are alive. ThiR is all I have to

give you. We will all smoke
for you. Our father (Hlliidinaf to

myself) will take care of your
grandchildren.

''•Grandmother, I now bid you
farewell."

When the grave was filled^

they kindled a fire at the head^
and another at the feet, after

which they all retired to the

camp, in order to conclude the
funeral by smoking, and drinking

whiskey. I detail only a few oc-

currences of this^ kind as illustra-

tive of the situation of these In-

dians in general, among whont
we live. They are miserable in

this world, and what must be.

their condition in the nextt

I*.

laeltgious fntfUigenre*

LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN 1

• SI, Pelersburgh, Afa;' 31, 1822.

Dear Sir,

Your trnlv welcome letter of the

third mU I have received, with the

pamphlets and newspapers, through

the kindness of Mr Hiler. The con-

tents of your letter are so interesting,

that 1 have been applied to for extracts,

that it n>av be published: which I

have pentiitted under the condition of

Trentioning no names I have evei>

sent a copy to the pious Secretary of

the Russian Bible Society, his Excel-

lency Bas'le Papof, and Drs. Patter-

son, Henderson and Pinkeiton, and

our evangelical pastor, Mr Knell,

who are delipfhted with the success

that attends the blessed cause of our

dear Lord and Saviour in the United

States of \n)erica

1 have the pleasure to inform you

thai we have had lately a very satis-

factory meetmpr of the Committee of

the Russian Bible Society, held as

usual at the Hotel of its President,

p-ince Alexander Galitzin, at which

were present 7 Russian prelates, viz.

2 metropolitans, 2 archbishops^, and 3

bishops ; als<) 2 Catholic prelates, of

which one is a metropoUtan, and one

an archbi'ihop

After the communication was rend

of tliere being alreadv printed, and

nearly disposed of, -^0 000 New-Testa-

ments complete in Russian, 7000 Po-

lish Catholic Bibles, 3000 Finnish

New-Testaments, the resolution was

passed, that there shall be printed

LUSSIA, TO THE REV. DR BALDWIN-*-

this year 40,000 New-Testaments^
Russian, and 8tJf,000 Psalnjs, Russian.
A letter was then read from the

British and Foreip^n Bible Society,
beg-ging- the Russian Foreig-n Bible
Society to accept a present of£ 2000
sterling ; then it was made known
that the great and f^ood Emperor had
graciously granted the Tauride Pal-
ace for the commemoration of the
Ninth Anniversary. CKir income last

year was 390,000 rubles—expenditure
366,000, 73,000 copies of the scrip-

tures were distributed last year in 24
different languages. The number of
copies printed last year in the differ-

ent languages was 61,000.

Mr. Hiler will deliver you the gos-
pels of St. Matthew and St John in the
Mongolian language. A young Mon-
golian Prince is now here,has learnt the
Russian, and is going on with the oth-
er translations I have often discourse
ed with him, and with astonishment at
the progress his mind has made in the
great truths of the Gospel. When
his king (who by mere chance had
heard of this blessed doctrine) had
made up his mind to send two of his
Princes to Petersburgh, the Scotch
Mission had that country at the same
time in view, and wanted Missiona-
ries We certainly live in wonderful-
times. The yotmg Prince has chang-
ed his dress, and has cast away liis

idols that he brought with him. May
the time be at hand when all the
idols in the world may be cast to the

moles and the bats. The Sultan Ca-
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tagery Krimg-om is now at the Cau-
casus for the conversion of the Tar-
tars.

May our blessed Lord preserve you,
my dear friend, and grant you a most
abundant harvest.

Your affectionate friend,

J. V.

y£W HAMPSHIRE BAPTIST DOMES-
TIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

This Society held its third Anni-
versary in Salisbury, at the Rev. Otis
Robinson's Meeting-house, the 26ih
of June Rev, Mt, Keely, of Haver-
hill, (Mass ) delivered an interesting

and impressive discourse at 9 o'clock,

A. M. founded on Matt xiii. 33 *' The
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven
which a woman took and bid in three
measures of meal, till the whole was
leavened." After the discourse, a full

and lucid Report of the doings of the
Board the past year was read by Rev.
C O Kimball, Secretary of the'Socie-

ty. Of the interest excited in the minds
of the audience by this Report, it is

unnecessary that we now speak, as the
Report will soon be before the public.

On motion ofRev. M. Bolles. of Mil-
ford, seconded by Rev. Mr Keely, of
Haverhill, it was Vottd, That the Re-
port be accepted and printed The
Treasurer's Report was then read

;

and on motion of Rev. Mr. Gibson, of
Golfstown, seconded by Rev L Bolles,

of Salem, Voted, That the Report be
accepted and printed in connection
with the Secretary's Report.
On motion of Rev. Mr .Ames, of

Sutton, seconded by Rev Mr Stone,

of New-Boston, Voted, That the thanks
of this Society be presented to the
several benev^ent Societies and in-

dividuals who have contributed to aid

its missionary exertions.

On motion of Dea. Severus, of Salis-

bury, seconded by Rev. Mr. Pilsbury,

of Hebron, Voted, that the thanks of
this Society be presented to its offi-

cers for their disinterested and faith-

ful labours during the past year. The
above motions were accompanied
with appropriate and interesting

remarks, highly gratifying to the au-
dience.

The following gentlemen were
elected officers for the ensuing year.

Rev. Otis Robinson, President.

Rev. Ferdinand Ellis, V President.

Rev. C O Kimball, Secretary,

Dea. William Cole, Treasurer.

Trustees Rev. Messrs M. Bolles,

William Taylor, Henry Veazej, Pi<in-

ehas Richardson, John Crocket, Ste-

phen Pilsbury, Isaiah Stone, and Na-
than Ames

At 3 o'clock, P M. Rev. Mr Vea-
zey, of Bow, preachetl the Anniver-

sary Sermon from Neh ii 18 "So
they strengiherred their hands for this

good work," The sermon was appro-

priate aixi solemn After the sermon
a collection was taken to aid the ope-
rations of the Society.

At 6 o'clock, (evening) the new
Board met, and appointed Rev. Isaiah

Stone their agent for six months, to

solicit subscriptions and donations in

aid of the funds of the Society He
is hereby recommended to tlie patron-

age of a liberal public

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF
THE BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIETY

OF MASSACHUSETTS. SEPT. 1822.

The establishment of societies

for the benetit of the christian

ministry is among the most im-

portant and useful charities of the

day. Since it has pleased God to

inform us, that faith comes by-

hearing." it is necessary that the

gospel be preached. It is not

the wants of churches already

planted that we are to contem-
plate, nor the wants of remote
settlements in our own country
where there are no churches

:

but the wants of the whole worlds

that should engage the attentioa

of every christian. The num-
ber of souls which we may hope
are reconciled to God, is so

small, as to be almost lost in the

vast multitudes which people

the earth. From five to six hun-

dred millions of immortal beings

are probably living on the earth,

who never heard of the gospel.

Must these souls be taught the

way of salvation bet^ore they can

be saved ? and is the increase of

ministers to preach the gospel,

to continue as slow as it has hith-

erto? If 80, how many millions

of them will die in their sins be-

fore the glad tidings of peace aad
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pardon can reach them ? Let not

possibilities w'.th God induce our

apathy. We know that God
could convert them all in a year,

or a day, if he pleaded. But
tnu?t Omnipotence forever work
miracles to g-ratify our sluggish-

ness and unfaithfulness ? No : he
wrought miracles, as long as mir-

a* les were necesf^ary. Now, he
has provided moans adapted to

the end to be accomplished. He
says to his servants, Go ye into

all the world, and preach the

gospel to every creature." This
commission can be complied with
only by an increase of ministers,

sufficient to supply the world
with tl»e statfd preaching of

the gospel. Are we to expect

the present deficiency of min-

isters to be miraculously sup-

plied ? No : except that he mi-

raculous, which shall impress

the christian world deeply with

its i'nportance ; and the h< arts of

very many of the sons of Zion

who shall say, Here am I, send

me." "The Lord will give the

word, and great shall be the

compan\ of them who shall pub-

lish it." This company of preach-

ers will, doubtless, be excited

to their work, by the facilities

which the church will afford

them ; and by their instrumentali-

ty, the march of truth and knowl-
edge will as far exceed their pres

ent degree, as the present ex-

ceeds that of the Reformation.

Every society, which is fitted to

advance these objects, may be

considered as a part of the great

plan designed to emancipate the

world and usher in the millennium.

Societies to aid }oung men, call-

ed of God to the sacred ministry,

are not of inferior rank. By
their means those, who are to

hecome pastors, must obtain

knowledge, without which, it

caniiot he expected the flock"

can be "fed" Those who are

to become missionaries to the

heathen have no less need of

knowledge. Their first work

upon missionary ground, is, to

acquire a new langiiage It is

just cause for gratitude to God,
that we are permitted to bear a

part in this benevolent and im-
portant work.

In reviewing the year which
has now closed upon us, we may
hope that our labours have not
been in vain. Some circumstances
have been calculated to encour-
age, and give a new spring to

endeavours. Within the past
year twenty-one young men have
received assistance from this So-

ciety. Four of these have finish-

ed their studies ; one has been
transferred to another society

;

and one has returned home, sick.

The present number of beneficia-

ries is fifteen: twelve ofwhom are
studying in Waterville College,
two in Brown University, and one
in the Institution at Amherst.
The state of our funds you will

learn from the Treasurer's Re-
port. But we may remark, that

at the close of the last year a
balance stood against the society :

Yet presuming on the continued
exertions of fi tends, and the
" godd hand of our God," we
ventured to continue, and even
to increase the number of bene-
ficiaries. Nor have our expec-
tations been disapjiointed. Your
Committee have come into pos-

session of a part of the bequest of

the late John Cornish, Esq. which
he was pleased to designate for

education purposes. As Provi-

dence has tttus smiled upon us,

we shall be happy to receive un-

der our patronage, an additional

number ofyoung men, whose sub-

stantial piety and promising talents

for the christian ministry, shall

warrant our approving and sup-

porting them. We would here
suggest to the churches^ the neces-

sity of exercising much care and

judgment before they approve
and license those who may apply

for their approbation to enter in-

to the solemn and important of-

fice of the gospel ministry.
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Let not the suggestion that our

means have been enlarged, induce

a neglect on the part of auxiliary

Societies and Churches. They
are small, when compared with

the object to be obtained. Many
of our churches are destitute of

pastors, and remote parts of the

country are wholly destitute of

the preached gospel. Before

the bread of life" can be fur-

nished to these destitute churches

and people, preachers must be

raised up among the churches,

and furnished with such literary

and biblical knowledge as will

make tht m acceptable and useful

preachers. To preserve in con-

stant succession efforts of this

kind, and to enlarge them as the

exigencies of the church and of

mankind may demand, new plans

must be devised, and new exer-

tions made to carry them into

effect.

Within the past year, the pub-

lic eye has witnessed the rise of

a large College in the capital of

the nation, erected upon a broad

scale, and which promises much
literary usefulness and ornament,

particularly to the southern and

western States. The Literary

and Theological Institution at

Waterville has assumed the char-

acter of a College, and by the

generous donations and subscrip-

tions of individuals, has been ena-

bled to appoint a president and

an additional professor, who will

give weight and character to the

institution. At its 6rst Com-
mencement, which occurred but

a few weeks since, four young
men, having finished their studies,

left the College, and five entered.

This College we consider highly

important to this part of the coun-

try, particularly to the Slate of

Maine; and \\e sincerely hope it

will continue to receive a portion

of the benefactions of a generous
and christian public.

We only add, that your com-
mittee have had under considera-

tion, the expediency of establish-

ing an institution in the vicinity

of the city of Boston, which
should be devoted to the benefit

of students, designed lor the

christian ministry, of our own de-

nomination ; and where such
courses of studies might be pur-
sued as the age anxl circumstances
of each student should require.

Believing this an object of mucli
importance, it is earnestly wished
that wealthy and generous indi-

viduals may consider it, and make
such donations and bequests, as

may soon warrant the execution
of the design.

N. W. WILLIAMS, Sec'ry.

Moneys received hy the Treasurer of the Executive Corn-

mittee from Nov. I, 1 82 1, to Nov. i, i822.

Nov. 7. By donation from Mrs. Hannah Page, pr.

Dr. Baldwin, .... 50,00
27. From Female Friend, - - J,CO

Dec. 3. From Wesley Harmon, Esq. - j,co
1822. Feb. 3. From Females of the 1st Bap. Ch.

and Soc. Boston, pr. .Mr. Waylaiid, 1 7,00
By amount received from March to July, (extlu-

sive of Mr. Cornish's legacy,) as pr. Mag.
for Sept. ..... 1 389,69

Sept. 18. From Salem Fcm. Juvenile Ed- Soc. 14,03
Salem Church and Society, ... SO.OO
Lynn Female Cent Society, . . I S,2i
Rowley Female Cent Society, . . 3,00
Rowley Church and Society, - . 7,31
African Baptist Church in Boston, - 8,6s
Newton Baptist Church, ... 5,00
Maiden Bap. Ch. and Soc. ... 8,»7
Female Friend, Newburyport, - . i,0O
Bap. Benev. Soc. do. - - - 10,42
Bap. Fem. Ben. So. do. . • . 9,SO
Marble head B?p. Fem. Ed. Soc. . . 2,12
Dunstable Bap. Fern. Char. Soc. - . 6,co
Roxbury Bap. Ch. and Soc. - . 9,26
Methuen Baptist Church, ... 3,45
Fem. Friend of Edu. pr. Rev. J. Elliot - j.oo
From a poor Widow, aged 67, being the avaiU

of weaving, with her prayers that it may be
blessed to some young man, pr. Rev. J. El-

Littleton Bap. Ch. and Soc. l9=CO
lemale Mile Society, Littleton, 12,00
Chelmsford Ba; tist Church, - 1,00
Mr. Kent, of Danvers, s,co
Baptist Ch. and Soc. Cambridge 64,30
Dea. Smith, Medfield, - . . 1,00
Female Friend, do. . . . 1,00

Fcm. Aux. Ed. Soc. of Newton and vicinity, 25,33
Framingham Fem. Mite Society, 17,74

Framingham Bap. Ch. and Soc. 10,20
Nathan Oliver, Waltham,
Bap. Church and Society, Haverhill, 9.87
Female Ed. Society, Haverhill, 21,13
Salem Bap. Fem. Ed. Society, 61,33
Mrs. Convers, Woburn, - • J,00
Third Bap. Ch and Soc. Boston, . co,co
Mr. Wesley Harmon, Ildverhill, s.co
Second Bap. Ch. and Soc. Boston, 30,00
Bap. Fem. Ed. Soc. Boston, - -0,00
Oct. 3. By dividend of Stock, '23,65

do. State Bank, 102,00
do. interest on note, II. i2

By amount reccivf ri at the Boston Bap. Assoc.

over the amount specified, . - 1,09
Oct. 1 7. By ca^b, interest on note, 46,80

*332,47

E. Lincoln, Treas.
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YOUNO men's baptist EDUCATION

SOCIETY, OF PROVIDENCE (r.l)

We arc happy to inform our read-

ers, that a number of youn^ gen-

tlemen assembled at the First Bap-
tist meeting-house in Providence,

September 26. 1822, and organized

themsehes as a Society for the sup-

port of this object.

Officers chosen.

Rev. Henry Jackson, President—Ed-
vard Seagrave, Vice P-esident—Isaac

Davis, Secretary—Hugh H. Brown,
Trea^Mrer.—Together with seven Di-
rectors.

EVANGELICAL TRACT SOCIETY.

The Treasurer with pleasure ac-

knowledges ihe receipt of ten dollars

from the Hopkinton Baptist Female
Missionary Mite Society, to consti-

tute Rev. Michael Carleton a Life-

member of the Evangelical Tract So-
ciety. He has also received from
Ward Jackson, Boston, 10,00
Heman Lincoln, do, 10,00

to constitute them Life-members.

5UVEN1LE TRACT SOCIETV OF NEW
YORK.

Extract from the First Annual Re-
poi t of the " Oliver-street Juvenile

Auxiliary Religious Tract Society.*'

** Beloved Friends, Since our or-

ganization in May last until the pres-

ent time, tlKi amount of money collect-

ed from subscribers, is 91 dollars and
10 cents, exclusive of sundry dona-
tions, amounting to 11 dollars and 73
cents, a good proportion of which
was collected from Sabbath Schools.

We also gratefully acknowledge
the receipt of several donations of
Tracts from the Rev, John Stan,

ford, and a donation of Tracts from
Mr T. Purser, which he brought
from England.

Of the Tracts which have been
gratuitously distributed, your Com-
mittee has had the pleasure of being

informed by a minister of the cross,

that one s<ng!e Tract had been the

instrument in the hand of God of ap-

parcntiy producing the conversion of

three or four persons. If the conver-

sion of one soul surpasses the value of
the whole world, is not the conversion
of three or four a sufficient recom-
pense for our exertions, either past,
present, or future ?

Your Society at present consists of
about two hundred and seventy menv-
bers

The Committee submit this Report
with joy; and hope, if the Lord per-
mit, there will be one yet more pros-
perous presented at the ensuing
anniversary, detailing a more ani-

mating accoiuit of the progress ofyour
Society—feeling an assurance that it

is owned and blessed by the Father,
Son, and Spirit, to whom we look for

a blessing in this world, and in the
world to come life everlasting."

THOMAS DEACON, Sec'ry,

Nev) Tork, Jpnl 10, 1822.

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY

MASSACHUSETTS.

Moneys received by the Treasurer,

Sept. i8, By Cash from H. H. Brown, Treuurer of the

Warren A»soci<ition, for 1821, - • 2i,6z
do. do. 1822, - - 3 '.59

Salem Female Cent Society, - - - 61,69
Rowley Female Cent Society, - - 9,18
Maiden Female Mite Society, - - 24>0O
Bap Church and Soc. Newburyport, - 4)28
Polly Woodbury, Gloucester, - - l,00
Bap. Benevolent Soc. Newburyport, - 7,17
Bap. Feju. Benev. Soc. do. . - i,6i
Rnxbury Bap. Church and Society, - 7,0O
Brethren and Friends at Nottingham West, 7,53
Mrs. Benjamin C. Grafton, West Cambridge,

Mission Box, .... - 3»7S
Baptist CongrCRation, Danver* - 5»00
Friends at Woburn, . - . - 5,33
L^nn Female Cent Society, - - . lSj22
Mission Box at Mis* Doyle's, pr. Mrs. Bald-

win, ------ 2,75
Phinehas Haskell, Westboro* . . 3,00
Ferjiale Benev Snc. of Newton and vicinity, 36,00
Cambridge Female Benevolent Society, - 77iOO
Domestic Miss. Cent Soc. Haverhill, pr. Mrs.

Smith, 28,40
Mr. Wesley Harmon, Haverhill, . . SfiO
Mr. Ben). Emerson 2d, do. - . . 2,CX)

Rev Benjamin C. Grafton, - _ . 1,00
By Cash from a Female Friend, Hingham, Mass.

the avails of a Saffron bed, ... j,oO
Collected in a Mission Box at Hingham, - 2,23
Oct. 3. From two Friends at Islesboro', (Me.) 5,00
A Friend, ... 00. - I,00
Two friends at Randolph, - . - 5,00
Dea. David Goodwin, Charlestown, - . 0,00
Friends at West Farms, Northampton, - 20,OO
B^p Fern. Charitable Soc. do. - 8,CX)
Mission box at Miss Patten's Millinary shop,

Kenuebunk, - . - - 3,58

Amounts contributed to Missionaries^
and alloHued in their accounts^ viz.

Rev. Elisha Andrews, , . - ls6,0O
Rev. William Bentley, - . - 10,79
Rev. Benjamin Oviat, - - - 70,iO

E. Lincolo, Treas.
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BOSTON BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY.

On Wednesday, the 9th of October,

the Boston Baptist Foreign Mission

Society held its annual meeting. The

following persons werecliosen officers.

Thomas Baldwin, President.

Joseph Grafton, Vice Pres.

E. Lincoln, Secretary.

D. Sharp, Cor Secretary.

James Loring, Treasurer.

Trustees. Francis Wayland, Thom-

as Badger, Heman Lincoln, Jonathan

Carleion, J. B.Jones, Wm. Gummeli,

John Sullivan

Amount received by the Treasurer from
Oct. i821, Oct 18J^.

;fclov. iO. From a friend, by Dr. Baldwin, - a,00

21. From the Bath Female Mite Soc. for For.

Missions, by Dr. B;ildwin, - I I,CO

From Salisbury, (N H.) Female CentSoc.

by Miss Clarijsa Green, iec. - 2,00

J>ec. I*, trom tbt Female Mite Soc in Dedliam,

by Mrs. Betsy Baker, - - 15.14

31. Fiom tbe box kept in the Sabbatb Scbool

in Randolph, for tbe edu. of beatben

children in Burmab, by Rev. Mr. Dilla-

way, .... - l>87

a;. From New Sharon, Fern. Soc. by Dr.

j8aa. Baldwin, .... 7,31

Jan. 18. D. Beal, 2,CO Thomas Badger, a,CX5 4>0O
J.Carleton, 4,00 Matth. Crocket, 4,00 8,CX5

N. R. Cobb, a,00 G. L. Freeman, a,00 4,CX3

Jacob Hiler, 2,0O Calvin Haven, 2,00 4jOO

Jo hnB.Jones, 2,00 Ward Jackson, 2,00 4>00
T. Kendall, 2,00 ritillnian Loihrop, 2,0© 4.OO

I. Macomber 2,00 A T. Penniman, 2,00 4iOO
A. H.Quincy,2,C0 J. C. Ran. ford, 2,00 4,00

J. SulUvan, 2,0O Amos Sumner, 2,CO 4>CO

BenJ. True, 2,CX) Robert Wilson, 4,CX3 e,CO

Jan. 41. From Emery Rice, . - - 2,69
From a friend near Boston, by Rev. Mr.

Sharp, fur Rev. Mr. M' Coy's Mission-

ary Station amongst the Indians, 20,0O
From a friend, ,75

Feb. tl. By cash collected from sundry persons in

Boston, for Indian Miss. Station, occti-

pled by Rev. Mr. M'Coy, and paid by

Mr. Caswell, - - - s6,00

Uar. I- From Dea. Shepard, of Salem, for Rev.

Mr M'Coy, - - - S,0O

15. From Hyannis, by Mr Samuel Cbipman, 8,33
Industrious Society in Boston, by Rev.

Mr. Sharp, .... 20,00
Mrs. Rose Anna Mason, - - 1 S,00
Rev. Joseph Graft ill, for Mr M'Coy, 2,00

IS. Fem.BapSoc. in Topsham,(Me.)'J ea 12.00
Fern. Soc. in Litchfield, do. f 5 I 7, IS

From Martha Mitche 11, do. ^ f I,0O
Fern. Soc. in Fayette, do. 3 r "2-, SO

21. Miss. Gurnscy, <Vi.) by Rev. Mr. Elliot,

for Rev. Mr M'Coy, - - 3,CO
Apr. IS- Bap. For. Miss. Soc. Cumberland county,

Maine, . . - - . 45,45
Female Missionary Soc. in Jay, Maine, 7,70
Friends of Mis-^ions in Jay, Maine, 4,63
Female Missionary S'lc. in ritbron, Maine, 9,36
Bap. Fenri. Miss. i'oc. in town of Cumber-

land, Maine, - - . S,0O
May 3. From Mrs. Clough for Mr M' Coy, 3,CO

Dea. John Partridge, Waterville, col-

lected at I'layer u;ec-iings, for the trans-

lations of tl.c Bible, ... 6,00
17. From a native of Scotland, for For. Miss.

by Rev O. .'^harp, - - 12;0O
t\. Nathan Aide'. , Eiq Bridgewater, 5»0O
18. Sabbath School children of 3d Baptist Ch.

bjr Hev. D. Sharp, - 3,72

May 30. From the Fern. Mite Soc. in Sandisfleld,

Berkshire, by Mrs. ^Jheaney Heath, Set. 11,^8

From Simeon Chamberlain, New-Rowley,

for the Indians, - 2,0O

June 18. From Miss Naomi Jeffers, - - I,0O

From Eden Religious Benev. Soc and col-

lections at Monthly Concert, in Eden,

1 dollar for Fort Wayne, 3 dolls, for

Foreign Missions, - . - 4>0O

aO. From sundry friends in Exeter, (N. H.J by

Mr. John F. Moses, . - - 5,75

25. From two friends in Augusta, by Rev.

Daniel Chessman, . - - 1,12

July 5. From the Ellsworth and Surry Bap. Fern.

Cent Society by their Sec. Mrs. Jane

Austin, - - - IQiOO
From Miss Alma Poinier, for Mrs.

Judson, - - . - 3,00
20. From Fem. Mite Soc. in Rumney, - i,SO

From Josiah Wheat, Groton, - . 4,CO
From Oliver Wright, - l,0O
From Thomas Berry 3d. Pittsfield, 3>CO
From two female friends in Sutton , 1 ,09

16. From Mrs Mary Webber, and Mr. Lot
Wbeelright, Executors of the Last

Will and. Testament of Mr. Selh

Webber, late of Boston, . I000,0l»

31. From Mr. John Alden, Asbfield, (Mass.)

for education, - - - SO,C©
Aug. 31. From tbe Danville Bap. Association, by

Rev. John Claik, 10,0©
From the Misiiion box in Randolph, - ,41

Sept. 19. From Bath Miss. Soc. by Mr. John Hovey, 9,52
17. From collections taken in the Warren As-

sociation, by Mr. H. H. Brown, - I2,7y
From Dea. Luther Fay, Framingbam,

Western Mission, - . - I,0O
From Miss Louisa Fay, same object ,5a

Oct. 4. From Hezekiah Prince, Esq. Treasurer of

the Maine Bap. Auxiliary Soc. in aid of

Foreign Missions, . - , l0O,0O
Janxs Loring, - - - - 5,00

Oct, 9. By Cash of Mr. Joshua Tucker, - 2,50
From a friend, amount saved by abstaining

from spirituous liquors, - - . 2,0O
Baptist Church and Society at Roxbury, 12,00
Female Cent Society, Clielmsford, - II,0O
Bap. Ch. Lynn, for Western Indian Mission,

collected at union prayer meetings, - 9<$9
Mission Box by Miss Perry, West Cambridge,

for education of heathen children, - I»Ji
E Whitney, Royalston, for Western Ind. Miss. I,CO
Mission Bux, by Mrs. Train, Framingbam, for

Rangoon Mission, - - - - 2,0O
Haverhill Bap. For. Aux. Miss. Soc. - •28,00

Atlleboro' Fem. Mite So. pr. Maty A. Cheever, 10,0»
Miss Nixens, Framingbam, - . - a,00
From Dea. Henian Lincoln, . _ - 5,00
From E. Lincoln, - - - - - 4,00
From David Trull, Esq. Portland, Translation of

Bible, - - - - - 12,9?
From a number of children in Bost.'n, for tbe

school established at Cox's Bazar, Cbittagong,

By Rev. D. Sharp, 1,52
From females of Litchfield church, - 1,S»
From Mrs. Washburn, - - ,2>

Monthly collections in Hallowell, , - 1,0©
From Fayette Female Mite Society, - I4;C»
From widow Norton, - - - - ,S*

I7i3,g#>-

For the Burman Mission.

From Fem. Mile Soc.. In Leeds, by collection, 5,48

do. do. do. by subscription, 1 !,(.;

2

From Female Missionary Society, Litchfield, 1 5,2 5

From Mr. Harding Lumber, - . - ,50

FroDi Mr. Samuel FogR, Cornville, - l,C6

From Mr. john Woodman, do. \ . i,c^
From Female Denary Society, New-Shan^n, 8,i5

James Loring,. Trear.
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REVIVAL IN SEDGWICK.

BXIRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV.

D. MERRILL. TO ONE OF THE ED-
ITORS.

Sedgwick, June 4, 18:22.

My dear Brother,

I have taken my pen to transmit to

j'ou a short account of a work of di-

vine g-race, which has been recently

manifested among my people.

During the last fall and winter,

some few of the church, at conferen-

ces, exhibited small tokens of quick-

ening" grace. Two of those witiiout,

as I have since learned, were the

hopeful subjects of special influences.

But the wind of the Spirit was not

publicly visible, nor did the healing

waters begin to flow, till past the

middle of March On the 16th, I w as

informed, by a lad from Bluehill

Neck, that an apparent reformation

was commencing there. I sent on an
apjiointment by him, for a lecture on

the next Wednesday. On Lord's day,

March 17, 1 appointed a lecture to be

attended on the 18th. in the easterly

part of this town. Whilst going to

the place appointed, my heart was
musing, and something more than

usual began to impress my mind. Be-
fore the meeting closed, there were
strong indications, that the reforming

Spirit was once more beginning to

()]ierate in Sedgwick. The next week
we had four or five lectures, and the

religious excitement spread with un-

usual rapidity. Before the week clos-

ed, several were hopefully delivered

from the power of darki e^s, and re-

ioicing in hope of the glory of God.

At this time, and for several succeed-

ing weeks, the operations of the word
and Spirit of God upon the people,

.Tppear to be, by nothing in nature

more fitly represented, than by a strong

and dense wind passing over, succes-

sively, the several parts of a large for-

*^st. For a space, I hoped that na-

ture's forest wovdd be levelled, and
scarcely a tree remaining with roots

sufficient to leave again. But the

wind has greatly abated ; and loo

n^any, it i.s feared, are left to be more
fully prepare d as fuel fur the fire.

The work has been q\iick and pow-

erful, w ithoiit noise, and free from any

organized opposition For the people

of this town, with few exceptions, ad-

mit the doctrine of Free Grace^ and

hold to the Baptism of Repentance, as

the Lord's token of the forgiveness of

sins, and as being the gospel way of

putting on the christian profession,

by being buried with Christ in bap-
tism Whilst the power of God has
been overshadowing us, and his grace
been dtstilling^as the dew, or coming
down like the gentle rain, a solemnity
almost universal, has rested upon the
people. Those whom God has set

apart for himself, have manifested lit-

tle or no distressing apprehension of
the wrath of God, but a painful sense
of their deserving it. Their hearts
have, to their own view, appeared so
hard, their guilt so great, their con-
demnation so just, that the doctrine
of salvation by grace is, apparently,

deeply fixed in their minds. Noi un-
frequently have they expressed a
conviction of their being the cDief of
sinners ; and in some few mstances,
many who knew them, would readily

assert that their conviction was well

founded. For, in one neighbourhood,
where grace has triumphed in the
present reformation, there were en-

vying and strife, and every evil work.
Through all former reformations, witk
which tliis town has been favoured,

not one fi-om that neighbourhood had
joined himself to the peojjle of God.
But sovereign grace, according to the

purpose of God wi»ich he purposed in

himself when he predestinated them
unto the adoption of children by Je-
sus Christ, hath made such a change
among them, that, in this region, it is

nearly as noticeable a providence, as

Saul's being among the propiiets was,

in Israel. The means first employed t3

arrest their attention, and fix it, were
not less to be remarked. Beholding
the water issuing from the mouth of
Benjamin's river, in which thirty-two

persons had just been baptized, con-

fessing their sins, was the means by
which one or two, or more of them,
were awakened to a sense of ilieir

guilt and danger. A somewhat gen-

eral idea, that tl ey were given up of

God, whilst all around them weie to

be saved, appeared to be prevalent

with them.
A number of pleasing anecdotes,

which I have not time to relate, ha\e
occurred, vvliilst the work of God has

progi-e.^sed amongst us ; but som-- few
particulars ought not to be omitted.

1. It came upon us somev\hat like

a sudden, mighty rushing wind Be-
fore the saints of the Most High were
well prepared to look on, and see

what God was doing, the reformation

w^as on every side of them. Tht peo-

ple of the world were surpri.sed, as

though an enemy had biokv n into

their camp. Ere they had time to
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rally and prepare for opposition, they
w^re coii?)undecl by their companions
wounded and dying on the right and
left. They were taken by surprise,

and were astonished By the lOlh of
April, the brethren appeared much
like the sons of God. who need not

to be rebuked. They had so much to

say, by way of confessing and relating

their joys, the day which was up-

pointed for special co:";fere'Tce, was
not long enough for half to relate what
they wished to have known. Besides,

before the conference had far advanc-
ed, it was found, that young converts

would gladly be lieard, if opportunity

should be afforded. Five came for-

ward More wished to. We adjourn-

ed our conference to Monday, the fif-

teenth, at which time twelve related

what God had done for their souls ;

and at the close of the day, a cloud of
itnmortal souls, lately delivered from
the power of darkness, were waiting

to be heard. We again adjourned to

Friday, the nineteenth, when twelve

more gave a reason of the hope with-

in them. From time to time since,

we have had meetings to afford op-
portunity to the ransomed of the Lord
to relate how He, who has been given

for a covenant of the people, and for a
light of the Gentiles, hath opened
their blind eyes, and brought them
out of prison, and delivered them from
sitting in darkness, and in the prison-

house. The number who have come
forward is one hundred and four.

Sixty-eight have been baptized ; and
the ordinance is expected to be again
administered the next Lord's day,

2. The larger number of those u ho
have, during the present reformation,

been called of God, out of darkness
into his marvellous light, are youth
and children Of the sixty-eight wlio

have been baptized, fifty-three are
from ten to twent) -one or two \ ears

of age. Such as are yet to be baptiz-

ed, are not far from being proportion-

ably young
3. The reformation has been gen-

eral. From every neighbourhood in

town, save one, it is hoped, some have
been taken, and in that one sjmptoms

*. of reformation begin to appear : At
the same time it has been but a
sprinkling. Generally not more tlian

one or two in a family. More than
this we may not expect for the pres-
ent, for the time is not come, in which
God hath promised to do n>ore, than
sprinkle many nations. When the
w ished for day shall come, when God
will fill the world with his glory, he
will pour floods upon the dry ground.

Elders Amos .\llen and Benjamin
Lord, and Mr. Jedidiaii Darling-, have
been helping in ilie refjrmaiion, and
are, as is hoped, ministers for God,
by whom numbers have believed. Mr.
D irling was the preacher upon Blue-

hill Neck, where the reformation made
its first visible appearance, .^fter tht;

reformation was manife.sting itself, in

this town, by the operations of God,
at the lecture above-mentioned, and
otherwise, Mr. Darling was invited

to come over and help us ; he came*
and was apparently useful.

June 12. The last Lord's-day I

baptized nine. In a part of Brook-
viile, which was formerly a part of
Sedgwick, Elder Amos Allen has
lately baptized twenty-five We are
still hoping that more vessels will be
filled, before the oil shall be stayed.

I am, &c.

DANIEL MERRILL.

EXTR.\CT OF A LETTER FROM REV.
AARON PERKINS, TO ONE OF THE
EDIT ORS.

Foughkeepsie, June 26, 1822.

Very dear Brother,

1 take the liberty to submit the fol-

lowing, to be disposed of as }ouL*

judgment may dictate.

In the month of June, 1813, I took
charge of the Baptist Church ot" Christ
in Marlborougl), N. Y. C(jmmordy
known by the name of Latingtown
Church. From this time until the spring
of 1819, 1 laboured with but little appar-
ent success ; the v.orld aroimd us
seemed to regard the gospel as a
cunningly devised fable," and pro-

fessors in general v.ere reciining by
Babel s streams. But now the set

lime had come to favour Zion ; and
the gloom and chills of winter gave
way to the opening spring During
the summer a'-d autumn of 1819, the
revival was principally confined to tlie

church : thoup;h a few were translated

from nature's darkir^f into the king-

dom of God's dear Son, and were
baptized on a profession of their faith

in the great Redeemer While the
Lord's people were thus excited, and
waiting the Master's coming, at an
evening meeting, January, 1820, his

chariot wheels were more distinctly-

heard, and his almighty power was
most signally displayed. Fiom this

memorable evening the work spread
in every direction around us, until al-

most every family in the vicinity wais

made to pai take of the riches ofsove-

roL. nr. GO
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reign grace, and of the perfect righ-

teousness of Christ : and while the

work u^nt forward with great power
and speed, we were happy to observe,

that it was not accompanied with the

enthusiasm and disorder which some-
times attend religious revivals.

The subjects of the work were,

(generally speaking) exercised in a
rational manner: deep conviction of

the sinfulness and depravity cf human
nature—of the justice of God in con-

demning sin—i:>f the total insufficien-

cy of creature ability to save—and of

the infinite fitness, fulness and abili-

ty of the Lord Jesus Christ, seemed
principally to occupy the inquiring

mind, and to be the great subjects of
Interest with awakened souls.

Persons of every age, from nine to

seventy-five, were seen inquiring the
way to Zion, and heard rejoicing on
the banks of deliverance.

On the 27th of Feb. 1820, eight

were received into the church by
baptism March 19th, ten others

were baptized, and April 16th, thir-

tean more were baptized. And thus

we continued on the advance, so that

from the spring of 1819, to the sum-
mer of 1821, there were added to the

church by baptism, sixty eight souls.

The Presbyterian church in the same
town, and under tlie care of Rev. Mr.
Ostrom, received, during the revival

between one and two hundred ; and to-

the Baptist church of Pleasant Valley,

under the care of Rev. Mr Wright,
about sixty members were added
as the fruits of the same glorious

work ; beside others who have not

yet made a profession in any cliurch :

so that the whole number of persons

hopefully brought to the knowledge
of the truth in this good work of the

Lord, will not fall far short of three

hundred ; and as far as my observa-

tion has extended, few of this number
have fiirfeited their claim to the

christian character Thus have the

lame been made to walk, the blind to

see, the deaf to hear, and the dead
to live : and the glorious Lord has

been made unto us a place of broad
rivers and streams while he has

given us a lovely antepast ofthe world

to come. May we ever be disposed

to bless the Father of our mercies
for such rich displays of his grace,

while we join with the poet and pray :

" MyGod, repeat that heavenly hour,
** That vision so divine."

Yours, &c.
AARON PERKINS.

EXTRA.CT OF A LETTER VROM REV.
ISAAC SAWYER, TO ONE OF THK
EDITORS.

Brandon, (R.) June lUh, 1822

Rev. and dear Sir,

''Missionary services are much want-

ed in the northern parts of this State

and Lower Canada. I lately returned
from a mission in that quarter, where
I found the churches very destitute,

and a large field for missionary labour.

As it has been my lot to travel con-

siderably for our own board, I have
become more acquainted with the

state of the destitute.

We have nothing special respecting

the state of religion in this place, at

present. Last summer, fall, and win-

ter, t baptized in the course of the
reformation, about 50 ; 40 of whom
were added to this church. It was a
glorious time in this region. In the
three counties of Rutland, Addison,

and Ghiitendon, it is believed 2000
souls were converted..'*

Affectionately yours,

ISAAC SAWYER.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV,
JOB B. BOOMER TO ONE OF TH£
THE EDITORS.

NorthbridgCy Sept. 12, 1822.

Dear Brother,

As the intelligence of Zion's pros-

perity is refreshing to her friends, I

send you some account of the recent

eflTusions of the Holy Spirit in thj»

place.

Having preached to the people in

Sutton and Douglas about two years

and a half, in the month of June, 1819>

I received ordination. During that

year, the tone of religious feeling was^

considerably raised, and harmony and
peace prevailed in the church. In

1820, six were added to the church by

baptism. In the spring of 1821, 1 bap-

tized five persons, and the third of

June following, two others. About
this time there was an unusual spirit

of prayer among the children of God.
The worth of souls, it is believed, lay

near the hearts of some, whose ardent

supplications were, that God would
have raercy on sinners.

In the month of May, a young per-

son, in the north part of our Society,.
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was very deeply impressed with a

sense of her lost and ruined state as a

sinner She was broug-ht near the

border of despair. While in this

state of mind, she solennnly warned
her brothers and sisters, with some of

her young companions, to flee from the

wrath to come, and seek an interest in

Jesus Christ. These faithful warnings

were not without effect. They were
the means ofconviction to some per-

sons, which it is believed, terminated

in their conversion to God.
The sudden and alarming death of

a youth about the same time, was also

the means of producing a conviction

of the importance of preparation for

death. We were afterwards favoured

with the labours of Rev. Ezra Going.

He was much assisted by the Holy
Spirit, the word was set home upon

the conscience, weeping and sighing

were heard during the exercise. From
this time the work went on in that

neighbourhood and in other parts of

the town of Sutton. As yet there was
nothing special in the central part of

our society, which is situated near the

corner of four towns, Sutton, Doug-
las, Uxbridge and Northbridge. But
the work soon made its appearance

here, and in the month of November
it became general. Meetings were
now frequent, crowded, and solemn.

In many of our assemblies the Holy
Spirit descended in its awakening and

gracious influences, and seemed to fill

the places where we were. We could
now adopt the language of pious

Watts,

" How sweet and awful is the place,

With Christ within the doors."

"While some with deep solicitude

were anxiously inquiring, ^* what shall

I do to be saved," others were rejoic-

ing in the triumphs of redeeming love.

The church generally was much
quickened and engaged.
Towards the close of winter the work

begtin to decline, but our meetings
were still frequent and highly interest-

ing. No new cases of conviction have
occurred since last spring. Since
the 10th of November last I have bap-
tized thirty two. There are a few
more who will probably come forward
soon. The different churches in

Sutton have been favoured with addi-
tions to their numbers.

In closing this account, we would
most devoutly ascribe all the honour
and glory to God, and request an in-

terest in the prayers ofhis people, that
we may be blessed with repeated re-

freshings from the presence of the
Lord, be bailt up in holiness, and kept
by the power of God, through faith,

unto salvation.

Yours affectionately,

JOB B. BOOMER,

REV. JOSEPH GRAVES.

Rev. Joseph Graves was born in

Middletown, (Con ) May 30, (O S.)

1738. Being the son of pious parents

he was early instructed in the doc-

trines ot the christian religion No
permanent impression, however, was
made upon his mind until he had
reached his thirtieth year At that

time he was first brought to see his

character in the sight of God, and
after some weeks of deep distress he
obtained peace through the blood of

the atonement. The repugnance
which he had always before felt to

the doctrines of the cross was re-

moved, and he esteemed the ways of

the Lord concerning all things to be
right.

In his thirty-second year he was
married to Lois Higbee, daughter of
John and Sarah Higbee, with whom
he lived until the day of his death.
In the year 1773, he joined himself
with the Congregational church then
recently formed in Westfield With
this church he continued about two
years. Becoming dissatisfied with
some things in their discipline, he
then removed his connexion to a
church of strict Congregationalists,
(or as they were then called Separa-
tists) about five miles distant from
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the place of his residence, and re-
mained in fellows). ip with them until

the year 1803. As it was frequently
inconvenient to aitend worship ivith

the clunch with which he was united,

mtetin_c;-s were sometinnes held in

that part of the town where he re-

sided. In these rnecting-s he g-enerally

look tlie lead. His labours were
abundantly blessed, and a revival com-
menced under his ministrations, m

' whic.'i, besides many othei's, thref? of
iiis children were hopefiiUy converted.

h^ the year 1788, he was ordained
over tills Westfield branch of the
strict Congregational Chiirch. In 17^^2,

a powerftd revival again commenced
in this little church, and the three
next of his children were among the
converts, llvu-ing- the course of his

TJiinistry revivals frequently occurred
in the neighbouring towns, and in

these he was cons])icuously useful.

For 20 or 30 year.3 he regularly held
conference meetings once, twice or

three times a week. In the year IBO'J,

this faithful servant of the Lord had
the pleasure of witnessing another re-

vival commence in his own family.

His youngest child was awakened by
reading Alleine s Alarm. Tlie atten-

tion of sinners was soon arrested, and
shortly a general and almost universal

reformation ensued In this reforma*
tion, all his remaining children were
inade the trophies of divine grace.

He was now far advanced in years,

yet no weather prevented him from
attending the various religious eve-

ning meetii\gs whicli were held in dif-

ferent parts of his society.

About tlie year 180?, his attention

was directed to the subject of Uaptism.
Several of his children had previously

joined the Baptist church. Alter due
consideration, believing it his duty to

he buried witli Christ in liaptisn;, h.e

w as baptized in the year 180 > by the

Kev. Seth Higbee, then of Meriden.

Shortly after, a Baptist chuicb was
organized in Westfield, of which he

was cf.osen pustor, and over which he
^vas ordained in the year 1804.

Although for the last 3 years before

his de:ith he M'as too feeble to pt eacii,

yet his fHmily could,never ])revaii upon
him to rem.'in absent from the house

of God. He could truly say with the

I'salmist, Lord, I have loved the

habitation of liiy house, the place

where thy honour dwclleth." About
the middip of November, whilst he

was walk'ng in liis room, he v.is

struck wish a fit of tlie palsy. He
WiiS in e;rc:.t pain dui irg the c\eiung,

and said, he " believed his departure
was at hand, a.\\d if he could meet a
smihng Saviour, he should bid it wel-
come." The severity of his disease
precluded him from much conversa-
tion ; but whenever any of his bretliren

engaged in prayer, he seemed to hear
with attention and delight. His
strength gradually declined, and on
Nov. 29, he was received into the
joy of his Lord. His funeral was at-

tended on tl.e 30th, by several of the
ministering brethren of the vicinity,

and a large concourse of people On
the following Sabbath Elder F. Wight-
man delivered an interesting discourse
from Rev. iii. 12. Him that over-
cometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God ; and he shall go
no more out : and I wdl write upon
him the name of my God, and
the name of the city of my God, w hich
is New Jerusalem, which cometh
down out oi' hea\en from my God :

and I will write upon him my new
name."
Elder Graves was a man of em-

inert usefulness. The numerous,
revivals by which his Master crowned
his labours, abimdantly evince the
truth of this remark Although an
apostle has informed us that Paul
may plant, and A polios may water,
but God giveth the increase ; yet
there are some ministerial qualir
fications which seem more frequently
lionourcd by the great Head of the
clnirch. Among these may certainly

be placed diligence in the work of the
ministry, and a spirit of fervent devo-
tion, i hese Mr. Graves po.'^ses.sed in

an emiiient degree. A frirnd re-

maiks, '* after he grew old and feeble,

he always attentled meetings if he
could po.ssibly get there. I have seen
him go through .stomas and deep snow,
when none oilit r.s but those w ho rode
with him would attend Ihis has
been the case after he was eighty

years of age." Of !ns spirit of devo-
tion his ov n family aie the best cvi-

dences. The oldest, now n)ore than

fifty years of age, has remarked, that
*' a day has never passed v. ithiu their

recollection, in wiiich their father (iid

rot retiie three tinges a day at least

iov secret prayer ; and in this ex-

ercise he .spent one, two, or three

liours. Let bis business be e\er
so lugent, he was never known to

neglect it." Blessed are the dead w ho
die in the Lord, yea saith the Spirit,

lor they rest from their labours, asi i

their works c*o follow tliem.

¥*



1822.] ORDINATIONS, &,C. 477

Nov. 15, 1821, John A. Dodge was
ordained to the pastoral charg-e of t he
Baptist church in Ferrisburg, Vt.
Elder Seth Ewer preached the ser-

mon, Elder John Stearns made the
consecrating- prayer, Eldev Henry
Green g-ave the charg-e, Elder John
Stearns g-ave the rig-iit hand of fel-

lowship, Elder Henry Green address-

ed the church, Elder Henry Chan;-
berlain made the concluding- prayer.

The season was solemn and inter-

esting.

April 9, 1822, at Canaan, (N. Y.)

brother Ira Hall was solemnly set

apart by ordination to the service of
the sanctuary. Elder George With-
erell preached from Rom i. 16 For
I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ." Elder Rufus Babcock of
Colebrook, (Con.) offered up the or-

daining prayer, and imposed hands
with several others in the ministry.

Elder Jesse Hartwell of New-Marl-
borough, gave the charge. Elder
Elisha Hnbbel of Egremont, gave the
hand of fellowship, and Elder Sam-
uel Savery, of Adams, made the con-
cluding prayer. A numerous, solemn
and attentive assembly witnessed the
pleasing and agreeable scene.

On the last Wednesday in May last,

brother Hezekiah Barber, of Milan
church, Huron Co. was ordained to

the work of the ministry. Elder T.
G. Jones j)reached the sermon from
these words, Study to shew thyself

approved unto God," &c. Consecrat-
ing prayer by Elder Azariah Hanks.
Imposition of hands by Elders Hanks
and Call. Charge by Elder Cyrus
Call. Right hand of fellowship, by
Elder Hanks.

July 4, 182?, Samuel S. TvTalery was,
by the united request of the church
at Egremont, Berkshire Co. (Mass.)
set apart to the work of an Evangelist.

Elder Samuel Harris of Nassau, N Y.
preached from Romans i. 16. Ehler
Buttolph of Northeast, oflered up the
consecrating prayer, and imposed
hands with Eiders Brown, Palmer
and Hubbel, (pastor of the church)
Elder Hnbbel gave the charge. Elder
Hartwell presented the token of fel-

lowsliip. Elder Hall made the con-
cluding prayer.

Ordained as an evangelist in the
town of Strong, (Me.) July 4, 1822,
Rev Samuel Knox. Introductory
prayer and st-rm«in by Rev Mr Nel-
son of Jay : ordaining prayer by Rev.
Mr. Morse of Farminglon ; charge
and concluding prayer by Rev. Mr.
Boardman of New-Sharon ; riglithand
of fellowship by Rev. Mr. Morn.
The services were solemn and inter-

esting, and perfjrmed in the presence
of a respectable congregation.

On Tuesday, August 6, 1822, the

Rev. Charles Mais was set apart by
solemn ordination, as pastor of the

Baptist church of Christ in Newburgl;,
New-York. Rev. Hovvard Malcohr:,

of Hudson, preached on the occasion
from Jer. iii. 15. And I will give
you pastors according to mine heart,

which shall feed you with knowledge
and understanding." Rev. Josejdi

Wright, of Pleasant Valley, oii'ered

up the consecrating prayer. Rev.
Aaron Perkins of Poughkeepsie gave
the charge. Rev. John Smitzar of
Bethany, (Pa.) presented the rigiit

hajul of fellovvfthip, and Rev. William
Connelly, an itinerant, made the con-
cluding prayer. The Presbyterian
church very politely opened their

meeting-house in the vihage for our
better accommodation, where tlie a-

bove services were attended lo, in the
presence of a respectable and atten-

tive congregation.

CHURCH CONSTITUTED.
In Dunstable, (N. H.) a Baptist

ch»M-ch was constituted on the l&Ax
of June last. The ministers and mes-
sengers who gave them fellowship

as a chui-ch, were from Miliord,

Chelmsford, Nottingham-\Vest, iVle-

thuen, South Reading and Dunstable-,

Mass. Rev. Joiui Parkhurst olFejcd

lip the ir.iroductory prayer. Rev.
G F Davis preached an appropriate

and iviteresting sermon from Aclsxiv.
22.—''Confirming the sor.ls of the

disciples, and exhorting them to con-
tinue in the faith, and that we must
through niucii tribulation enter into

the kingdom of God,'* l^ev M.
Bolies made the consecrating prayer.

Rev. C. O. Kimball presented the
fellowship ot the chuiches, and Mr.

J. Davis oflered the concluding pray( r.

The services were solemn and iin.

presshe.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Illhemie—and Obituary Notices of Rev. S. Nelson, and Mr. Thomas
Ford, have been received.

Adolphus has been received ; but owing* to recent events, which have

transpired since it was written, we doubt the expediency of in-

serting it at present.

Several other articles on file are under consideration.

Well written Original Communications, Revivals of Religion, and

Obituary Articles, will be gratefully received by the Editors.
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